Past + Present =Futurs

SEPTEMBER SONG?

ury THaha, the wall-knacwn Soviel weHer in his Aot
& oy Withowt @ Tiee racells walkiog down the srest
are dey dnd WrNING around when goreooe il out
Sap! He poes on to @y Be did not know to whome this
was wodckesisd bt he tumsed sround ymywsy, Heowen-
ders, howsesar, whiether be wpuld wen srourd now I
SOmMCone caklad out: Old man! Probably not Wi ¥ de-
ogusa he would mat wint tof Mo — dmply beceuss ol hiy
cichylipl, his astenishment that R Has cnme m
sann . Hes it radlly eomed

arting older 15 really u wery dialectical process. Fron
ouantity to quality. Like watet put aver heat reeching ita
hailing peint sBemingly dn one quick swcond and ternmg
intr steam Tha waers pa By, troly tsém to rush by — and
therg vou 2ra gettiry Sl eld. 11 s sed o malizo that
thuugh your desire remalns [end ofues very strong, very
rhyslchl oosiral, your desitabelily has gone. Bur it s
wrely o lot wdder nol 1o reatize this. Bui of coursa ali of
us, mgn and walter, humosexuals and  hetrosaxusls,
ARre the same ckarion oblems of “agng™ Bioes
aNyOnE NERd pou! hawe you reached & painl of nom-
productivity, non=raufivity: are yvou suddenly without
amaotional, phyalsal, seannmic security: i4 time only a
looking beckward, et n lonking Forward anyrored ’

| am made rmost canseious iof age whan | ga of places
troquented by hoineseaval mer of all oges, — bars,
darws, parties — all soclal centers of & kind. | 1oak
dtrund dnd Sor 0 ARANY MED My ogE 1O EYEN yOU NG,
seldann lewe much Mdor] treing 5o kard w tuok yosng, to
A1 y0usy — chewaed in the |steer hippy tedhisn. oven
somatinee Lo bigpy, They ook so doomed aed glonmy
— iearching, saarchiny, suwrching — plone, ooeasonally in
twns neorkedes, bul o sone, 5o londy — hosing sime-
02 Wwill wanT e, g home with them, butending up
Blune ar va1h B hugtier, What aboud o | the human reach-
iy oul, hmuzhing gne anoter 0 owes alhes dhan
physical?

I G kww trom o my vwn sxporicro: thal Y11 ZADnoT
pwepere o Thic aging - purky Beras2 you don't b e
you wil gver change, Vingbe avesyes ke aroand vad — bl
ROl ye. HF wous e nas bean ful of interaes, mcite
Ment, aetivity, vulagdy Your @ very oersanal s il
i hans oo ol ot mea i, lastiog relaticnships Inot
Il Rarily obily phygssal woess: |F ioue, ter WU MBARE
lewe N waoisell, 19 caurse, hut mars, oy penpla, |7
ho word 2Ad merreming snc oargbody in it s bne
E2ITANT & el ame o wew soecermed sbond it sne -
unilyed if ik nn ba beTrer alice foe wourself 2.0 sy
w2 ek 300 ane cxeunirked ‘ully oo il ot deing, and
It ik e £l Gt tha you mie seers carniag your living in
i maa_ning:.ll ool — ther Dtk e esasle 1o
tartine g delry Il and mean -gbol 18 rguge e
I oygars. Yo roimee 10 uther aople braon s s Sfe
AVAT T Lunmnn Baars tor a cdrunan cag s will

i
Loz,
Wemoriet ace 700 and It g wad el ie hewe ol

mosHwles ke dr 13 unkeaithy, | Think, to e Inoyour
mavkmics ol fime gane By, It s bethar, ta my wind, to
just fat your mamarlst taka their place in the warp

. Aned weook of your life, vour baang, You be whi you e

ard vt you are becaws of yaur edpenences. But you
exin nms: 1he bridge from ganeration 1o qensaretion, | Bm
warminced, only throwsh vearking and doing.

1970 is & wonderful year, and thet despite sl of I
By problesd, for a hamndsiosl man (1 leaue £ 10 e
eddet — and yourgea — humuzzeoal worren 1o gk lor
thermazlvcsl to be living in - and in thc UGS, and in
K.Y, Th2uh we um e From having raartad a homa.
wecyat millankam, 56 many peEtive changes have came
aboaet in our parsenal and i our group Iiving in thase
diys, There is # much more to read, to see, to heer, to
da in daily living, in perscnal entartainreant — so much
murg, ard $2 much’ bettar. And 50 meny organizetions,
areupings hwre devcloped in those past very few wears.
Mo matter whet wour politics] conwictions, yvour socie!
attitudes, wour organizational needs — there is o gt
“For wou to joinoand in which ta work. For old dre
ool Ivleal raksala ke rre I e the SLF Thet is the center of
agtlvity. Here we find pegssble a unliy ol the sirogyghe fue
Tamesacusl liberation fin the contest of e Hoeration
ol all appresed grnupsh and the fght for the redicsl

- changs wn gus social structune without which we under-

slaind Ll oo dewp, [asting change is poesibia. Tha gay
||peraticn movement is madc up of us, howswer, and can
be no better than we it constituent pards, make it
through ous watk, oul activity. Some of the thnge that
hawa to e doie ere prléin wid Jimmmy Higgins jebs: Glean-
ing up afkar i danca, wake In desrangraiens and
picketing, zelling Corms Dwt, peeding oud lesfbeds or-
tmnding mentings, propagacgizing bot pay aed stiaighl
people <ok to widen our dialeaee. These ore losks that
aun and mugt be carricd oy man and warnen of 8il spes
And it i= important, too, 10 KeEp N Our SORMCIALARESY
that everyione of these tashks, ewenn in amd el 1 herme lues.
repraeame 6 farm of “coming aut” im sare Srmall bue nnt
Unimporier @y,

Althaugh iy e persnnd memories aea good, rich
iowviryg and living and mcaningfud poeitical actlelles,
i my nrmerics, gning haek as thay de o che tarbes
en | was alraady odure). <ich &= thay g e ir 8 peraucal
way And i+ 8 polnizal waw, are empry of one Trporren:
cAmENt — o relabonship belwees my ey @ peowe:,
hapoy dalmaes uymg W be s, o LA RS fUr.
honesexuzl ared my being engaged no¢ Gull,
te Th: dchotomy, though nom

alivays @ congz ot oom, oid neee T 2ifficoll o e s
toial human B2iag undes I and any e s, D
made | el | Mawe Lo duobee. trigls my actirities tooma-a

u e Lliese gees | eheiens 9 My daily Faog, Te o shis.
| hawit dissovered thas strangely | rawe 1o Sight Ihes: o,
et b my fe — ot with s e Lol outsee of e Wy
elder hemnsexuwa: froands cannol wee U ease e o ool -
WA IWOVSTICRE IR the STopdle ol GioMosgaaal -

tea.&sympathy revisited

It wege ona of Lhos nghte suee ale aml o raing logu
aut for dee Fimer, when wou wish Rt wou bl e boa -
anly tn wakeh the laka shase amd when yoefre i el
1o go out ard too Boret te go to slegp. | reached inlo
my odperhack boank shel which s coanpeass ol oo
I8 found in usud bock shopd or chdless swdpolng: and
Bonce g frore friends and fousd a bask of Bast Plays
frent Lhe 1B850Fe, Ona of dha plavi in 1 wae Taa and
Sympunthy by Aedert &mdersar. | slarmes reading st sgain
and it was like lookorg AE the Face b ad old trhend whor
| hadn®s sean in ysare, 1 wiss almost axciting regdjuzmee -
g ok A first, rammhgring thir eharacdrss as they rame
Lave inwe place. Thee | started to remember bow | had
corme ~3 read It in tha tirst place and oien | realized how
patramely ugly the play seermed 12 me; ot Thes e play
war an ugly play, it wac a beaudful piece of theete for
thn time it s written |1BE3E, but Tt | el changed
ard no1 thls o friend.

Whun | was fourtesn, in.ny first ves of higegeheol,
B wery sensitive English teacher of mine recommended
that | read the play awd write a heok repert o it Wie
woya reader) plays at dac time on her class amd owep
though this weas the sert of psey thet could hawa got har
fired In Sawennash, Georgla st the beglnnlng ol the
aikties, she thewght thet | should reed it. She marda ma
prumiie though not te show e copy of the play, which
weas hers, around tha schoal. | did read it and the effect
it had an me wa w3 stroeg that | did 8 raport «n Auntit
Mame inFtesad becayse it was ensier tn tnlk ahout Meme
Dmannis thap Tom Les, the rman charscter ot Tea and
Sympathy whe i secused af 5 homuomcus Ligexars warh o
1macher at 4 dew Erglaswd beard ing echosl. He edeems

Vd'{_l;‘u:c’ij F‘? ’J?

h msri~ in the lase ant h','-gt:uing w1 ord wath the cine
Faosinmelr @ity " e ul fhee hoossnes s, e play
gigily ony i thg most shiggk g plays of the eorly
Tifties, limt hecadase the hinosaran @ s sl’e aocuses her
All-&merican hushend of hading more thae scederti
neefEEE in thy Sovs he ospordy weery waspheral aith
civmtfig st s, and, second, becauss it reeraied
that genuimely heteraseaus] msles in Anerica coald aso
be sersitlée and wender, a2 e boy Tom Lee 3. The
whole play aosaiutely reskirg with o kind of tdbersl com-
patsion that telégraphs cvasy punch and Showed ot b
far e b come srme Toa wi writon all the
“sireight’ men ere owerbearingly streight, Toam i3 siccen-
ingly i and innocent for s Loy of eghee, e house-
master's with seeems like anr of those Hemingwayssgue
nurws whao give themselves to dying men in hospitals, 1
is Lhis typu of dreary compassion - knowieg that Lhe
right aie guing W sare cul alright, Bl e will ke no
lamosexusl ‘oRendd’ commmteed by 1he good people,
thar e b gorowes aoo radlly just diste ald All-Arveisan
laterts and will thoit fast rewards im e ond 0 thiot
infurintes ma gt this tima. And yat | knaw that sl of w5
at ame time or another had to go thraugh the ordeal ot
“praving’ his we her ‘normaley’, his confcamity, his
straightriess b B weotl] thel is tesliy wary wslling o
pocant i Begeude the wovld WBNT T8 belkwe TGN Doog
doweren Tngiile 1rond 6re ot RS sverpady S, that 4, you
are a4 pord boy aid a vegular! felbne. Tam's f2ther anly
wishes that his son were nac wah an nedlectel, sush 3
erenTive peraon {he sven plays Townls ke a Fox inptead of
lika a bearl and were mote of o “regular guy”. Ard in the

Eraion l:'. $tiughla they, on the whalm, g0 acknowledge,
brit oy inasfar as It aftoors thise e =c hommsesuals),
My ol political heterossxual friends eannat under-
taped why It should ba tend tor me te be juss me,
Bernie, inaida Ba kFft of which | hava eways boeo o
cominugs parL Always = than |3 from the age ob five
when | was firgd iawolwed in palitical action. Even though
that left pardst b8 fectiomry stiiluge (owerds
homuwauale? It only My conbnuad inunlrersent in
GLF 1hat convinges tham ol the impariance b gre 0
this waity of thinking and daing Then bacauw thair love
lar me brings sich aceeptance. chey are inesitably,
thaugh gradygingly, braught closar oo an understanding
of 3 wedar neeossity lon peapls ke ma, Inoa way | heve
been pragaring alt my life for today, the day of the
reality of a Lay Liberation Front. Juet ge | hawa o
struggle for persoral irfegration a5 & homamxsal with
my frlends an the dof, just so do we all e o Bight
Logether for tatal groug inbegragion in the meesmnes for
revalutionary rhange on 3 8pe levals, oidgim the gen-
ratiams through this cormon wark. : ]

L am prpéoumdly sware, of rnurse, At rEECTENG,
mewds, vary groatly. To get back inla the persanal pichyre
and speak about me in e particular rather than in the
absbrecl — | mesd emozianal, wtellacial, physical
(sarued) Ua ey, | hwe had three oreal lovas in my lite and
1 find | sl relaa 1o orher men an oal e el
Maybs much mutual retationships ara mare diffioult 35
wou get aeder. I'moned e e | want tostopoo think
atwuit thet, ard dwell on he “orubden” Lifa for me is
tom fyll, tuo busy. My old Inwes ull ended for objcctive
reasens | dind b ocan sl fall sery mueh in love — hie
o g two wey akeet. When dogs ane give sp the hope
of malking WwlFilling, com plate relatinnships in one's sife?
1T |5 BlwayE impartant what wou fagl ingide — 1his gfras
an outer glow to you., Ewen an glder mae ur wuman can
yive off 8 glow of beauty A appeal. |t is importand 0
acecpr youreelf fisgt a5 pou ate — for orRars oar o
acrene yau | find it s still ooead 1 keow | can raRpond
Sily — physicelly, emetonely 1o b tlful man ard
eniow just sl beivy ebie to resaora. Hoyeu Sl oy life
with wnrk activity, foendship — mas e o waledlo e for
or sual matan of the Oeed S @ prelou s relationshi
af 1ove = ol limcacse -1te is msea up ol meny hings ard
svhoagh the physical, Lhe gewual is @ modt ampeoree nk
slamEnt + readices Betwesn peozls ool o
[ntarpizsua, it v el he mpie elamenl. Frlandship &
Mydanl e &yl e nf ship continuas
threeoah | fi Friendsnigs vontmue. © owe peaple — men
and wnmer | find foy @ne dulillmenl alwaye inomy
[iendships as welss 0 Fay louge, in living and weekieg
wife paopls . .

il e e e fing e etk this ol oot

i yuzc. 181 maone write it down., Wb hes lime?
Mzybe w=n | ogel sepl ol like sy TR0, therc ol b

R : o viaybe, :
Ly Lo Telug st i, Ial'.- BERNAm LEmS

end T tha peay, Tam deaes prowe hat aeep down insde
he real'y iz 8 regalar Teiow, & filar hrhemaesal, e
rough he coes et like v Thiry”, 1hatis, he likes classic |
s, plays thee guilar, and «ehsys B asEr 3 crewe oLl
1< thea iltkes this las) now-erdormity oloms cauld make
WL 51 2rmamje nedrokic,

AFler angh. morn yagrs af siving behind Lhe velvat
sk 1ReC hamoseausis have o waar most of Ui livae
— no marer howe libgragsd | night skink © am, elght
morg s of Amarice's holy enlightened likeralism
ahich sswe that aow '3 aright far hnmosexuals to
iregtive (that's whi; wera hiwa Fori and now esen hat
aropgk ablf can wop peting like Jann fayne just s lasg
as they kruny LhaT deap dawn inmdre 1hey 8 all mor Jand

. de's you dneget el | have very lidlle sympatlty with Tad

el Eyenpathy fn ids own way Tt is the Foreronnal of
Tha Boys in the Band Lecauss tha gnodt pesple alaays
win nut and e bed panle always 1652 Ut and ony-

- pavgly & vaws. That's tha weny life b 1F Tea and Sympetiy

shows Lhal » freatws young mah “pefused’ et hono-
wauallty can prove his ‘nggscutinity' by teking ihe
housemarter's wifa tn il sl d Tha By shows thet
gay lile is 8 dreary Froudion shit pile 25 sppoma @
haterorancusl Kife which it stabie and honnrabie, then te
miask, 7 reght back therw wiiere s abasye baen. 1t ig tha
welver mask. |t farls vty good to the touch. iLis just
willat the bourgetd want fo e - that aithougn you
might ba an armist and B creative, Tnslive persan, you
might hawe lang heir and play the guitar, at et deep
down insice yau'ra 8 regular guy, just lika they are.

RIS PERRY BRASS
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B-ead ey were strany uul throavgh thecountry, The
lurmisheal stcand i choris _ives of hunger, Siargstion
Eecame three dimansional, a visual spectade not unlike
SGishy Aurkeuly's choreeqraphy. at least in form. Paopla
atr dust and it dried Bp their drears, Dot of this Grest
Creparess.on come she celluloid cream, the muosica exsra-
vagit i, The farsssy ol o panaration. The movies were a
phin
hrsar ! oo, cedfrariba A< just thal, The seamen wcere
tu, luu glaroroas, T iere wers unendinge hines, circles,
yeumerr beadivals’ ol Leecn ol 1by thic lies stencanda)
wemen, Add 1w the oalchrwdinoos pyeardda ot
pulsating flesh the conventlon o Bick Prowell, plus &
highly cont-ived p o1, Bnd yod have B “HI00 redacal.

Govd! Digeers of 1838 and Foo b 1 Pavocde are Lwo af
the b nast examples of this tvpeod §lm. Sor Oipgers of
1955 w8 good Wornen's Libershion moeoe. The ceatral
Lhere ot all The Gud Diggers seres was Lhal @ aimman
musk gu through: o man Lo gel saved, Either you cousd
lake ©im e his money  Ieemenoer this was the
depression; and gain pawes, hence the there of gold
Jdiggurs. nr you coulkd fail in oue with 3 nies boy, always
Mick Premell -and find honponess and Aalfillment in g o
serdiend adared role, Gofd Mipgees of (53T is ospecially
itteresting hoen this wigwpeind, Wa Tind rcuealuae 3t the
Weatwnrth Dutgl, an exclusive resort for rick whioe falks
wherr le:ts ol whistling biars fnlks polish brass spns e no
sorgep the sidemalks, Irto this “desirab-a™ atreosphers

camas M- F-enatics, worth millions — her hushsrd was,

the 'Flepaper Kirg'' . noimw o wrnider wehere e
gieen grew. Daddy ae eiozipwd og; of tha nuckaar
farriy amd where remains hs tignefisced widow, her
cueey Aanghrer, Giora Steart and her demened hewso-
semual son, Humbeldt, who'd eciaw a Feinale dog il il
shook its ass right. It 51l gers practy cornpiicared what
with Glncia Stumt engagec ta the Suttdn of Snoffhoses,
a plzarering idiot, and Oice Poweall wred fheleve -0

irciagem, and Gleedy Farrall 2e
in Adolpsn Vicnjow as g
eyl Al of b women s e
afE i1 rhe wiy or snolhes exchancing ore torm of
slave sratas for apather. ThHe dusn peLivn %, ul e,
thst none of therm hawe any ldentity withaaed mee.

Hang on througn all o+is for 2 third ree which coa-
ta:ns the hig rorbers. | he~Firse Blowr Sul s a pianist's
rignrera. Thew are horelreds of ginson - | k it
gauiks unresl but ey 3 gliding all vser -a0 saroen The
uses b marbnn are startling and wodly inventive. The
[ sectien with tha planoc diding and urdulsti~g are
Lesulifully execuled avd siuslly tesreful, sawe for the
e Leo-lin goaces whose cosluemes
gorgzel sweerk oslzilizolics il e shiae rhare, S
tiom The Shr2e fegvie Thiese s o woedh Lol g al
dighiress ond gracctulrpss, :

TFris i« fol amed by Tre InCzmpabil: 1 ollahy of
SFepadvedd.” This e - the haigse nd Ircke oy's ercius
— sedil Lhouygh Lods 1is | , prfesdy adcec, £a1-
vise ard el smoolh tirstions, T nos o detinite be-
yirn i Arlie and pro A Ine anere 13 Manhatle - ard
analghrattmentt ol women, 5 is ool G vawe nE A
[ECNH T AN 2o CVEr Bl TING 30 e
. e 1enls s e g ntshrent delreeed 1o
£ e wreern Woni Shaw dater the coeices Lady om

LRI TEN L e

11 st where ihe serece ceuld saw, “Eaz your

Red;. T the seguence She is Roweman of whal was
termed "louis® rerels, She is wken to rity peces snd
lives 3 IHe of pleapite althuugh she sleeps the day vy
in & mooest one room Aar, The fanmsy of thom b
wnaggled depression wiomen wes beng acted out by Wini
Shew. Whan sha sat up an tha high bBlock in the night
£lub with hundregs of singers ancl Juncers bmging her to
“Gome ap and danee’ . thee women must have achel,
lustesd, Ifged to o2 Wini in her hoe clothes with all of
Wamhatan Bt her feat. Srwi how does g segquence rnd
th the fanmosy smashed Irum @ high Loilding — Wi
his Lo g Fo< mer | fa of plansare. Wi in°1 the rich man
why tikes b B2 hass pleces kiled? |le's the rea pin
Why clans The woman pay e saselivg, for beauty,
sven in this casa, for frandcen oo saplralise emosion iw?
“Lellaby wf Broedway' is 0 pmwerh. piece of film for
anyan: whi s oW madium — for o awiman with a
Weoaner s Liberatina cionmlaasness it is o teal dowe —
L i-othees teil of tral sy eraper weith Wini and wo're
lef1 10 pick LD the pieges,

. Al A totnl film, Fuodlight Parage, it a berter mouie.
CThe plot is e together, s characters &6 Mare inter

eatlhg, he digloges flhae amd s vey furey, Snd koan
Mlomied yert great |ings. Th whche muvie builds 22
hilaricous hrale in which -ae chiros girls are bussed to
three wient thaaters te werk thaiv shcw, The Tirst
Aomber is Heneymisen o Pictwe 3 plmann ol
wactity 16 in Jrmey Gity sing N ie cha halls of Heoey-
mwmnHetel — Great Gawd Sineighry. Thars is aso @
turcy shart piece eecly nowha oo e weTh twn -nf e
men singng a love sony 1o ckhowller, 8 ely swips 2y
male harr o525 welity but nat rearly & cffersve aes whal
g dawn tiday, The second big o 29r is a water
wionderlsns with Ruby Keele es chies nymph, The
anuAlis: scrbetics prepare you tor Tiers of sami male
e bodies imaking maney ol oo et sgisg that
nlo Srereglible balidescopes ot Feon, 10 hkw poun
rrind. The fipal number s & loving oibese o WS
i sl and i callee: Shanghal LE. This 6 -lhmluw
newsl lwn the Jebn Broh Saciety.

After torty pears, we s8€ only e heed ard C2mnp
aeprcts of these muowies. The oracd lings tor mest ol ve
werg 3 b el oo paenhs burled gt os seowg el ceEn
our plates out ol gasioonoei guilt. We Iook st thess
mugicals and cxpksde with faughter, Ous puiens,
wsprially thosa of ug wiho came up poor, Tooked at thes:
arreies @y drooled. bot oy did they want 20 et
tram the Aunger inlu a singing lerd ot slhver, goo 206
wwhite, They wented 1o betiewe it was el 11 s 1w e
nerare fe=1asy of shat generation 1h6T prov cas us with
our Supe j0r, e st w | Can.

Lurrz is part of The proweine zolareticn dor fho
b eesinal ieleblsme, L kay by oo Lewn v ofarize: angd
putaedl [4re The fan@e0tesLa “baautiful™ cu toee Bk rd
Ike omncenirsl: anoils sentqo ty 1o hamoscseu &
Muet -ormemaals lwe in 2 oworld of swlizged, nare
st ruabion, We sl aally postule our ey TARLES
whikn dee iy We are oseude-hetercsexuals, if we den't
work thed show there weould be : repg'ssante &° bread
litnes: beecaiese st ol os wocle cet Tieed. The effort ta
preeerd pn Rt =emmdly Beopnae nppendser i Fasardad
Iy rejestan W rhic this r-.]i'.iih-' Wi hHve Basione

. 1 thode Busby Berkeley musicals, Dur liees arn highly

x

maxtars ot picking up the uAderc ey, .o viration af
realness yoderegnll the fecade. The survival of op-
ez peoples I dependant upon beng ableto pek up’
these urdercurrents. We can wece Lhe sounker conlenl
duwt lurka Letues The sTerectyeecd tarm. Cemp s part ot
wat peocets for the homossxual 1T ois oor Leigue
funtaxy, our Teesi amid The hetercaes el fam lne. dond we
o, want it to be real.

Gu ty thgae e nunées arcd rea by waich then, The
hardy aoneentions ane phoonsd, aliztiadiips e
hghly =tylizns, the acling 15 siagey, dhe makesup is
frighcful, the clethino has mesthing zooda with thy humss
body and there are orgies o reducing human boings 1o
O Nt desigm Wl woe live in snmethicrg wery simdre

erylized, \Wa peerforrn @l the mesningless (o ok oone
ventions of sarrnsanet hetgrosekud ity and we ©nmy the
dreary dimingue hy hear. Wby wor gooeswe on these
e whwne 1o ane really relates to anyone else, where
we k| kiuw Lhe endiey balues © begine end where we
can Liugh o the ragicadly rsnsparont drears wt can
parents — we sl had slrnghl pereras, dig? Asde lron
thyl teose mowies are beantifll tibuies o the area of
thls ticked up eulare thet the streighs hawva 1eft o
homesexusals — dBncing. theater, fashion — |- shart, 1he
arty, majer and nimon We D oor homesedus T parenis
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