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Mrouphest the world yay panplg 6 gathering o
e LT raising aroups. Some groups hae been
wery nelpful to the perticipants wlle uthers have
ardhed with litle sarlsfuction. Many UK gqioups arg
attennded unly speradizally 8or haur / NI wrrower
ratA Fle pospese of the anicle i tnintroduce the
uninformed 1c the plecomeron gb eonscluus-=ms
Paizing and ale, perhaps, to sselsl soe oo sginuseess
1y groups slrepdy furmed

Piessntly in the gay lbwrefinn maveren, O is
th vl process 9y owheh gy peopie davelog an
ANATEAASE 0 gy oppresian, Up o coee it has besn
the oniy PRy aMecive way o which gy prople
became awara of The selbbagord inposecl on them oy
1= st straights. Oégo e clairs B0 the cunirary, it
i nol oeessible far gay teople o fight gz cppression
willuul licel wstablighlng a gay ronsciousness. Gey
orasliiatians witk s low comsciousness wind op
SipeLng caussg wdich are cimeertly. iF nat aserdly,
ppprasslee toe gay peofile, They =md np raentoreing
the sapression Tnistrd on tem Ly siraight socieTy,
Thus A gay  arpparting secubsy clearances
lomusesuas = v JEME &8 o black - duggsarting
irfegratian fo The Ko Klux 2lan.

AT There WENG My Macks who supoe led cases
equvalsl 1o ivteganng e Klan, [ley elicuwr
what while suciely wemed Them tn ha' e, that
raciem was a0 aleiermal abarratlan, scme wart that
canld oa srig oo by remowed with the skl lful leision
ol dhe wte dikeral scalpel. But oppeession |z & yood
toachar. Io dide't tike Blacks lang te realize thae
TaC M Ls not same isolated compartmant in Armerican
Eociely. Somal phernomsns of thic sol e ~oeor
TuMared, Aather | reciom parmegtos te threasghts and
aution: of AMEricen Aociety; it permestes e wary
imindk of hlacks themeves. Rlanks baghe to sen thee
Wach ul Uneir aotions were mativaled by the gl®
hatred imposed on thene I ragist Anvarica. They
went through eenturies o indnctrinatlan thet white
wat good wnd that hlack wac inferior, To achioes
back Jbeiurinn haicks had 1 lirst govelap a Blssk
mONESiREnER!  Hhiy had ta establish thew  owm
idenryity a2 Dlacks free from white influence, Quly

then would <y be able 10 woly récagnies their

OUIrEssinm,

Gy pecqie must wravef the same route. Ta fight
@3y Ofawessinn thay must cope with that wopresgron
Within themsrhies, Sasism with its perveciad concent
o Ml 5 e foim In Ameeican sseiety, P is
sccepled o some dogree Dy BuEiynne aven woinea
arcd qay pewple, the chin® victhms of sexism Toone
who dn not play Lhis pesver bad qame 8re rrade o focl
inferiow, inndageata, shentally i, Tle Luctic i used -
by The sexists to parpelrate their super human fecads .
the lacade whicgh Masks Lhe impotance and scerility of
auwighi saxuality. Tre swises are not setictled with
the mera degradatlon of gays; thay bBrings gays intg
tiental  enhabdllation  clinics,. Thare  yuys  are
confrented by gaaist incknarieation, and they are tnld
thal the rmot of all wheir <Flficudcies led within
themsetvns; they ae confronted with the u'Fmate
ielulion = rennienting Their lite gtyles 1o sbopr the
53K KT SpresEon of the muority,

Conwimesness ralslng expassc the Grwsllian liss of
sBEsT Arnerica, By sharlng tegether their commean
SHQEMEeICE, yavs EBegin to %2 the paberas of
epprobuian testad an thain by the stroight world.
Recrgnizing their cppeesiion they can hegie to dovis
ntheedy 13 deal with 1L Dealing with thelr personal
hangups 1hey dewelop 3 cepacily ta loye whleh It
unattaingtwe In presem: sra-ghe socieny,

The praducits af mnseinwsness raging aro asy o
enumarata Bt detfigy it fa ackeeve. |he shackles of
sexiim hawe bean with us teisamts of years. Toofres
merselees  requires & thorough and  diligent
ansminatinn nf apr +e spyles. But, wher wa ook ar
the aleernarives hlindly il out at an alusiee
HALMTTY B0 QGING T0 SeEts for mastence - we car
reecgnize the coFrecliea of our ooursd. And, when
we Pongider the begefits, we e esgerly oeticipete
the real e hat arives with: our new gay
[HA g L Hla E i g] 1o
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A sanstivumee ruiyn-ﬂ group i a yrrsp ol goy
macpls  who howe teqUIa messiong toge e, By
HIENESy 4 Lupic is selocead for earh sesuom. Earh
merbar . of e oneup conttibutes her persunal
EXpNienge Te'aling Lo the oeZen taapin, When all of
the festimony has Ereen heard, tie grown leoks info
e Amilarity o the expeiencas related by all of the
Fembers, Tha st that a sivallerity wxists saald, of
vourst, be a colncidence, byt hé ehtos rd this ore
vely rerote, What the Similarity demenserates 55 the
interac tivn of poginty am each imdividue! of the graup.
From thiz s'milarity gays san regdlly fecognize how
awiam vtluences the ehavice of gov pegqls, & pay
Frraan Deqlas tnogen that his peveonal hangups, thns
het he vwes w'raid o divaly: L othere, ara :noesd The
T8 hargues that oohes gy were also sieoid toe
divalge. 1t btcomas incressingly cifficull o axplain
this vemmanness withaut consicer g each person’s

intaractions with semis: ity

Thus onsciousness  mising  sesstons  Lecuhee
polical setslons. Bul, They are -of acdinaty palin o
which is 3 sewsd power thp. Rather they ara ke
legiimings ul o rozw gay potltier, B politios based nn
lewer AR Nt dorninatio:, o

" An ideal sire for 3 CR aroup ik sia Lo sioht g
ulthwrgh varigtiona can be tried. Too ‘many people
medt:  considerable  tostimany whick @5 bme
corsum g, By teclime al' of tha <t nany is hrafd,
FRembere ane mors 0@ ested i gatting heee than ie
tooking ints the sirmularities - the telmony, Ton
Ferer me mbers supply oot icient material oo which te
Lt politicl conchusor.

Thie yrawp should be Hnited ot laest inltislly 4o
ndividuals  irterastad  in dewslopng v gay
conte ousaesn . Mesdless  to say, sweights ang
“oisgwuals'” shoud never be admitted into & gay
coatituenes: rRsing Qiowy; otherwiza, the whola
procedure is & sham. A:sk women why the mem
prasanee af menisa hindrance ta the davelupment of
@ OWOMARS fonsciauavesy. tr, as | have prewioosly
stated, lunk inte the Hack likeration mawenie L, Gays
domaasiating “abigctlylrg " weward Atraighet ars only
shewing buew deep in the clasat they reslly gre,

A LA group is not 8 it ceflegd "encounter group®,
This latter group ic saxisL es i implicd by the wored
“emoounier”, Aftacking end exposing people 4 o
froquant wétharism ysed by sexisds to concesl ey
awn Inddequanies, 1t i of dubiows halp to L persen
barng atasked. Worst yel, it rernthorces the sexism, of
the altacker, IF the group is mals, tre sexigm of he
Beriun attackad it rekitdled an that me in tum

tounter dikwcke; thie rasult af male condilionang is

umgrcodable. It has e wmost wirpkeme fore 10 the
suppeashd domtibe mples of the greop. Situe ons of this
sort should non be siimved to develuoyp,

This is non T aey that CcomruCTive shetamanta
dwuld not b rade when appeopriaie, Maay
tnnbers of CH graups tend to intellectuafire the
toprie beming discuesed, They go inte sbarsttinns ir an
dltmpt  fo  divest  alention, from Tharmsahes.
Inezlecetelization shoukd be corectad when it
wpours, THe gronp Akould IBgist that aadh parson's
teslimony ba |irmited te her gwe personal e parance.
IV necageary, tlw yroug can sar e Fule thad each
nrarnber speak carplacaly im the flrst persan avcdding
sond i thind personal pronouns unles 1hey
directly telete tn the first parso.

Ir s savne wein thera are peaple who rambke on

and &0 relatig what 5 eginmaniy tskmed “hull shit®,
The wvileer membets of the yioup shauld conect the
bl shitter and at the zams vme plevant o eetion
fturm hacorning a Tatsl bore, Un the ather hand, &
pareon’s (rolwidua sxpericnes is never questioned,
EBch piersnn -+ the e4pei L of her own &5 RATKENCE ang
shanld ber given ginple time w stata i 10 the W he
HIEITH IR progeriohe,

ONE o sy 107 QaupE the oftectivems of a CF
Foup is by obseivieg he subjective L AT TS
‘Bval g% canh of is mwmbers. Gays of the highest
consclousness arc those whi revognize Row s ther
canssigusmas really 15 And, at the stage wa Bre in the
MEWEMERT, AN CURSZIGUSNES i5 nece Marily low, In

fact ore af the meln oblacthies ol GA is me peomiz ue
bz reatize how law it really is. Wemhers with tha
liburated apromis are gesarally e inembers with the
l¥BEL RONECIHIENESS. SoME demenstrate this oplomb
in wayy that can be wery destroctive o the group.
They toy to induce e 0o elals exserenoas to
witich they smawy srravy aesistawe, They prnposs
hole axperierent . group we'rich in reletivaly e
They pHivaealy derwde uther members ot the greup,

if the atmaaphare of 1he spoup iv tegly likeratad,
indivicual reticenoe oIl be overcome, Furs
to relak can e A good uwrav of prac
1EGLmE] 2 e,

IHtre are alwgys members of 3 @oup v have
reseruAtinrs abnut bold reper Mentatico, Many i
thr sexisk afeosphera aof e group pevens v
fram  cwnosne what tiey reaid s thsic peen
inwhepuares Argone peopoine such experiments
should chick hiz own motlues "5 he loinn i1 hece
b= Erlimvrs the oroup wdl! BEREST o0 s i1 fast one nf
iy pomer drips?

Crlclelsar should always 32 esien . orayar in onvate.
W the crooisms are valic they man ‘eca e
egnbrontation of the enlive giouee The nrtives of the
viitic can be exam'ned o5 el 2a e wlidity of hic
ATl lsirn .

Mambers of 8 druwe shoold ~ot by be imoos 3
sperilic Lfe shy'a gn anyone inc’odirg theriges eas,
The ald swying “practice what you peeach” hag no
plige in 2 CR greup. We are nol al this print in
pusitinon 1o Follow this mex M. Our present actions
dew=lop  from our  past  consciessmese e
roriEivuinAsg ik nacassanily shead ot aur actipms. An
irtertEting  gtory @an der ‘v this porcepr. Two
memhefs of 3 gay libslalion poup, upmentorab'e at
rowrse, prasanted thernw=lves s shing asamplee of
liharared  meEn.  They  strongly  criloiesd  the
nbprotifying ol prophe, Tuture wente disclused o
amusing encounter betwesen them, b seenm they
meognlzad each ather in the dark back room or =
woal known ber. Siges 0 orerognition heqan to
dausop WHER ey wtre mutedlly enjeesd o the
SAre AU Ly,

Wiith fewr ewce plionms, every mamoar of the group
whauld B2 pfesznl al each o=zinn, The membartklp
shapld w3 gdipsted 2 include only those meenksns
wihio attand requiarly, 1t eagy tg e @xiuses not
Hrond. The b ate peendy of edrnts in our ey romman?
TH ETIBCL UA Elévwbect « tackets b2 8 sports ewens, a
pallticat meeting, @ alternative mnoayoLy. e raang
who ctrey from The stssion are demamzirse my ke
relative impsnlacs  Lhew  hive o consciousncss
reising, Orther reemters of e g oup shoud criticize
thix locity amd eeposs any Didoden eacons Tee pesor
1mandancee, Somie memhers, for Feample, sxpress a
diglika for srather sember of the groonp and pee Hys
disl'ka a6 sn axouse Pu- powr gttendarca. This
particulak  Bacumé s nd A rmason tor low
cRnsrinusress; it 5 an example of low conecicusniss.

Conscicuennss raiong @oups colike wisits o =
03y chedIrst SE viry urprnfassianal: this o ane reason
they haws team 4o mctescful. Tharapisl crends A wall
satwaen thamselves ad heic pacient. ‘I_']1Is wiehen
them aopear supen Lunan, Actually, this screen of
foarmahicy sarves only Lo hide the therapsTs's hsngarps
from the patinnt, Mary therapiats are porsons alpme
tealings nf inadaquacy o1 10 grest that 't reguires the
cymstar reminder a¥ the hengups of their patieno.
Vo, quy people, are o sonoual e Be super buman,
Wa leam shrowgh CFR Lo relate to panpla s o mans
not gk characters 'nosteaight “airy Tales. SR graums man
dn many things togather, They ean so on trips, eat
taether, work togather, cleap  Ligpsther. I the
ahtrer of sexim chese things 18 o lirirg the
yroup ogather, For mén e 15 a fewr axmebenee; thes
lean 1o be dnmie topether  withoul  bBecoming
apEesslve;  they  déwelap o semsngity drnong
thewnzelns mithout staging a perfarmancs, For a mala
thii i indesd 6+ sozoprizhimerd. For g womam, ann
srtisfacticn ot doaag thimgs wilth ather  weomen
indeoendent nf sexict males 4 3 raw Bxpelie o - on
experlence whish mast males {ail tnoenmarenamn, 19

N
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Gay prople searching foc s mee plaec doo oeneg
wllen seench in vaine Tuo olten, we =nd op in bars,
Sralsing §pacs, w0 bing disgesied with Qwee ploces,
wel going out ot adl. Gay Niberalion proups from Useir
wegplicn hive recgpnized the naed W provide wn
wicesnanlve (o the placer pay peopls lave hegn
frequenticg for god Kruews howr jung, The individuslz
wlo hawe o beod v Tl (81 6his weenl, hawe Found it an
exereise b Jurilicy.

We luwve Briln oo, wozed clioches, wad stared
growps inae ellorr 1o pet rid of the ugly opm asive
woys we Bt ns snother Qe genowns aitibncian,
sumthow el o9 gsriay awd we lwwe fwled. The
trauhle wite )i centers is Lhat they ure cenesrs, huge -
Pluces gwaenine witle sovahgers abodw o stupiog
vepiers whers you ERc ogl in dhe gides A lol of
Paoplt duet Ju nol feal ur dse wlthin ien bkocks of
divy Kand oF chuwichr Grougs ure womd i ey in
wiwy wzeaucativo. Supe of wiare oul jaleied, othees
tutve Lo wark 10w 5 living aied dee nok hav ihe Jejsune
renjuinnd Fur graup partwapatisn. Oue mistaks in &
misry priaway o diad woy place al oll weopest, ba
Loseiz - ighnre rking owr centerswhere peaple can
woripie o 24 and nol dzel guiley about eithes, s sor|
of 1eady oude s whers peaple Fesl ar eas? will
thepglves wbd one yncdhers J oreloxed acmosplioe
where people can gt away Cren polilical wrguements,
grorups cvonize snd rewcual doolyids

The Suslyy oon Jong apa, T veemired dnde the
wilds cbf Munhawars wpper west side and duscaresed
the Poepia’s Caffee Grownds, locared a1 B2od Steect
ol ocar Broadway. Ouenpylise wlul wae enae 3
buscmnenl apartreen, you would very Ukzly pass i hy
watkiog duwa Hhe sweca, Dawo the cldkerry seps
behind che crcaklng o, L was in. “"Webcone L Lbe
Grounds.") pouse@ sooee ootize and sal dewsy gl o hig
table in tiw wouter of the man. O 1o the righe e
amasler Lablos; 1w telows were playing chess while
nce ithers talked along side themn. A iccmd plager,
docks of cands, serabble sod mooopaly wees on
diglzs L Lo laft, & hullwuy beads to Ui ather mom
fwrnlshied with & vouchtelepbons, a rack of hnoke
acnd oews papess,

Talkizig  witlh o member of the calleciva
reapanzibie St upening ond cloaifp, | leamned the
moatids Jad apened lisc Augus. ,

Cotfee Grounds 1s at
anvnigﬁﬁﬁ-ﬂizFPi;nxa
SFealt FRopC oA U

5 a?_".jms Lewrn E""m

MALF HOMGSCXLALS A% BUGEYMER

"The most fgueted ouisider Az dfwdys Foeed
MEDidR s ougeely gfearcrans oF @ BIE Rasghty, while
sedtche of gl glodides!  jntefigestsia S5 derides
fanggntey, Leshinati 6 pereerse, while foggoary s
perrer . leslafueriom  verees of AR Bppelizer O
sukurbon Grgees, white fopguiny would #e Geacoth
CmICIROT o MOS0 ST D0y fe s fuiaeivm i mxo b or
wi worsl, qocd For @ Jeugh, whife faggatry i Liciousy
pamithedle, o, ff desr good for o gouegh,” - Med

fiay male composers who go off 10 Frasce 1o
composé and write tercibly  narcistic journaks are
pereei [exwliv, cwen !

but Gay male raachers whn sway home 10 teag
abowr fiay mzhe comjumsers whia po ol 1o Trance are
neryeriedf

faay male pa ket dancers wha come fTrom Russia are
nereerie Gand excobic!h ot ..

Guw malu gym leashers a1l The YMCA arc
pretweried! . .
Gy miule poets whee huwe becn ta ldia and chane
irantras ll ol the coze i newer speak up abnut Gay
Litreration are peresre [and s epdic!) but.....

Gy male poery who write pocms dhal are prokd of
being Cay and who don't want 1o be gst 'acedpted’
oy straight people e (you guessed MY prerveried,

lnginre Gy ackns who sac in Warhal movies
teb e Iiwark are (exali: #) pereerse, ..,

hul mwerybody wive styyed behind 30 Mewark ta
Tighl T theiz cwn Liberadion s BER —WER—TED!

Ard Timally all Iuncoackug) males who ri:l'g: npnn
slralghl sciely Tar cheir nwn jdentificanon 4 human
20. brines ae vl GAY and are most gerperted!

AT A i e et 1w T oA

“Right \ \
Wi pay Juall e caghnly dollars re g We are nen-praiic /

anll use the domarsns we coorive B pay uno bill. Wi k

are open B4lunlsy from gx undd éweldve and Suoday

Touma Four moal nge,” Somebody gt wp and asked it 1

winlted rmore cnlles, Yo, | oaid and Chamkel him.

Lowpriived wilh dhe gpounds |inguired of my {riend _,/F\ /\
why anme such plazes didd wal esisi, ™1 b'L really

kneew: L puem oihare just haven't ikought of il We C!} CD
work awfully bard to keap this place open. Une of us .
ulbeays bean In b heree We glternate; end i1 wans to

2l cub for 2 bide be vat, conwons lakes over- 5o I

bl s B 2y | cesrm Lo guadke G671 [Id bimn | Ghoughil

ILowik impurlnt o keap the plice opén, and he

Agreed. People were connling awl suing. 1 fonpd the

cuperiznee waique. Mever had I becn al a pluce where

BAys were dalkiop 40 esclly sbauk huuks, lolevisiong, sar

snrihing Lhey wantsd- no pressures or hassles or

OTZUMMANEs, juil oice people heving B pice time in &

gice place.
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