
Thursday, JuIy I3, J.972

On Tuesday night, I presentLd a speech to the Demo-

cratic National Convention opposing [!inority Report

#8, the Gay Liberation P,lank. This speech was pre-

pared for me by a larvyel on the staff of the l,l.atform

Committee, of which I am a member.

I opposed the plank for leasons of uolitical
expediency. The anaJ-ogies I drelv in the speech were

aimed to show the possible ramifj.cations of the

pJ,ank as a political document. I was not arvare

that the speech woulC inrply that homosexual-s are

chil-d mol.esters. CHILD I"iOLESTATI0N IS LARGELY A

HETEROSEXUAL, NOT HOTiOSEXUAL PROBLET,I.

I heartily apol-ogize to al.I members of the Gay

Liberation Movement, for any other imp_Lications which

were derived from my speech. I whoLeheartedly

support the right of all individuals to privacy,

and equality in a]l areas without regard to sexual

orientation.

I will do aII in my polver to urge Senator

McGovern to publj,cly repudiate the statement a9

prepared by the Platform Committee xtxf,fr Staff
and to publicl.y .reaffirn his support for Gay civil
right s .

lrr-t',, u/ /:'l a,L

the uilhtge VOICE, August 24,1972

Senator George McGovern, 191 0 K Street, Northwest, Washington D.C. 20006

Augusr 10,1972

Dear t'lr. llandel j

I want to take thls opportunlty to assute you that the
remarko of lLs. Kathy Wilch opposing rhe cay Rights plank
at the DemocraL{c National Convention in no way reflect
ny vlevs on thls 6ubject. I have long supported the
civll libepties and clvl1 rights of all A,nericaqs and
have in no vay altered ny comitment to thesc rights,and
I hqve no lntentlon of doing so.

eeorge llccovem

Mr. Rlchard Wandel
Gay Activlst Alltance
P. O. Box 2
Vlllage StsElon
Nev York, New York 10010

Sincere ly


