for the gay community

Asjeay Aed Aq qay




{/3’(/ ":)"‘J :H;g/)

Dear Steve Gavin and Come Our! )

It was very disappointing, to sece the box entitled
“Is Socialism the Answer?” displayed in such a
prominent position witheut a specific rebuttal

nearby., Hopefully this letter could nerve—:that__‘

purpose successfully, =Ly
It seems utopian, in the negalive sense, to see a
system as either a satisfactory or unsatisfactory
replacement. A system reflects the struggle that has
taken place to put it into effect. If there is no
anti-sexist component to a socialist revolution,
obviously the result will reflect that lack. We know
by now, lhope, that the “counter-culture” is not
attacking capitalism, let alone sexism, and that it is
fruitless to expect an evolution in conciousness
arising simply from propaganda. What is needed is
seme theory of sexism that can produce a program
of action. It seems to me that there has been an
over-em phasis on conciousness  raising ' and

alienation, and an indifference to gay politics. With =~ -
no political theory of sexism as it pertains to .
women and gay people, how can there be a & -

political respnse that can collectively embrace the
left? It is not adequate, it should be obvious by
now, to demand sympathy or moral reforms from

anyone, including the sexist male left, if there.js .- .

oppression, then there s 2 source for a

political movement, in which case the left would be
confronted with a real choice, and a real
imperative. Conciousness is not a movement in
itself. . '

Russia, China, and Cuba have been consistent in
their treatment of homosexuals, but they are not
necessarily exampies of the timits of socialism. All
three of these states were formed from peasant
revolutions. | am sure that the results of a
revolution in an industrialized country which has
enjoyed a long tradition of bourgeois freedom
would be different, open to new possibilities. 1 am
also sure that if feminist and gay issues are not-
Programatically raised, then the results of a
revolution here witl be a dismal repetition. That

makes the role of women and gay people quite
important,

On behalf of the sexist male left then, | would
urge you to politicize yourselves and then go to
work on us. There s nothing sexist about
dialectical materialism, only sexist applications. You
must  help us try to fill in the blanks.
Moral-emotional protestations are not neagly
enough-we've all been saturated with these, and we
only tend to heed those which are accompanied by
some pratical solution. The weight of history is, [
beleive, leaning against that which supports
capitalism. We haven’t much of a choice: socialism
will be the answer, whether we like it or not. The
job is to make it the answer for everyone in the
fullest, most spiritually satisfying way, and not be .
stopped short at the success of simply seeing
everyone fed and clothed,

although this is no small battle cither,

Black communists see racism us bad for
cveryone, and are actively invoived in trying to win
over white racist workers. They know that without
whites  they cannot win, that nobody wins.
Similarly sexism will not be overcome. untess the
victimized actively participate in the struggle, on
the basis of political principles as well as moral
empathy. Your “enemies’ will indeed try to
destroy you, until you show them why they are
actually your friends, and if fricndship is based on
a world-vision that overshadows simple personal
likes and dislikes, then it can last as something

A,
permanent and powerful, even revolutionary .

Sincerely,

Max Sawicky

AH You Can 15at

% Railroad Plaza, room 2158

New Brunswick, New Tersey 08903

Dear Brothers, Sisters,

1 was receiving your paper a4 brother was sending it )
to me, uniil they stopped allowing them to enter

{They can’t stand the trulh),

Pm grateful for your paper because it is the only
wiy a brother i prison can get the truth, So for this
reason 1 would like for you to place my name in your
personal column, | would like to correspond with
sisters who are in the “front”

[I'm twenty-six, black, trom Piti:,burgh Penna, 1
received one and a half to three years for driving
under i suspended license. 1 have seven months in.

| would appreciate it very much if you would do
this for me.

Yours in the struggle,
Donald
Donald Phelan no. ¢-7882
Drawer R,
Huntingdon, Penngyivania 16652

2lymod reticlos ond otetements,.
axsrens tlie o inion of the
~uthor only ©nd do not reflect
tiie Teelin~g of the entire
collective,.

o =

.- is:next to’ RedBank
~knaw where | 'mean

" Peace and Powor Editor L 3

As you may. notn 1 am _at preunt mcarcerued
'and 1 can: truthfully state thev haved placad mo.
hete sojely for political ressons.

- MY reasons for writing this- is in hope to gather
mfofmltlon of this, your: portlon of oppression, for

A am aware that thn stnluht snchty is h-rd on your'

Ioumo uu muul of th. peoplc

L0 douht very. urlouslv i 1 would be able to’

roegwa your papser- so thcrufor_q couid you pleass
print this and express my sincers wishes of delving
in the ““Gay Revolution' and want somaone who is
gay. be a brother pifll sister, ta. write. It would be
lhpnciatod { seek to. sxchange politicsl ideals and

i truth mavbn _obum ] frhnd whn is wholely-

und-rnmdmg
T miust clou for now’ in hopc thlt this will be
printed. Yours in the Strugnlo. Cave Bridell H-8161
Neawar R State c°rucuonnl institution
Huntmgdon Pnnnsvluma 18852

Dur Sisters: . S ‘
i+ am enclosing 15 cents far your list of
internstional gay omnizaﬂons To bother you with
[ jlttle info. about m
.yasrs old, and live ‘i

_d Acburv lrk—l hopc you'
Anyway, my
iwlltlon and alllnatlon I have.

utter-snd complete

. out hers because it is far from N.¥.C. and hance‘_
:feu -gay pegpia’ live . hura Those few that | know

-are aver 25. So ploau son if you know of any gay
conciousness ramnq, ‘coffeshouse, etc. organizations
arround this area, or in Monmouth County N.J. We
have a few mixed (straight and gay) bars arround
here, but | can’t dig that because of its unintimate,
unfrigndly ..atmosphere .and :there is no ones there
who | can talk to .or can help me, especially since
its the over 21 get..| have contacted GAY YOUTH
in N.Y.C., but that isn’t much: help either because
it is 'hard to get up thers since | am 100 young to
drive. | had -there phone number, but it got
cisconnected. 50, if you can give me the adress to
Gay Youth | w_ou!d _ap.preciate‘i_t too. Thanks,
Suters ‘

‘Lave, Love, ane Love with Gay Love {Mother
Nature's Son)  Fair: Havan N.J. P.5. Was really
surprisad to see your paper made it all the way
down  to. the peace center here—heard so0 much
abaut it. Dig it hh_e pa.lper).

Note: Name withheld because of age by
Come OUﬂcollectlve

Come Out! is pubhshed by the
Come Out! collective seasonally
on January, April, July, and
October, Subscnptmn price. is
$6 for 12 issues. The office of
publication is 752 9th Ave. (4f), :
- New. York, NY loolg.,

This is volume: 8 (issue-9) pub-—
lished on January 11, 1971,

. Apphcatlon to mail at 2nd class_
' postage rates 1s pendmg at New
-‘York NY.

-responsibility for it, and o it's you th

. the Communist Party are very resl questicns - on

"like was that the article did not criticize opent

. Alsa, | feit that some of the mmtiom put orwe
/. .waera not _done in & way. that was mea
L constmctivo For ucmpln, ssking’ wh-thn

.-::'mlting policv tor’ them. Eurv
'-_xormiut_lon i inﬂllutld by piﬂ roicht
Jthc CP . ls "hardly an . cxmption. ‘but-th

“criticize ‘our ‘friends as if they. ware enem
‘simost. like driving them into the camp “of ‘ou

o-f-l am. a gey guy {(fag), 16’

sithaven, New_Jersey, which. = .'asked ‘in’ good “faith - in ordar to_ get ‘mory

oublés are the . B

" definitely think that it is hlgh time that flminlns

. Rather it is; An intelligent revolutionary . does- not

. that statement.

Sisters and Brothers of Come Qutl, . :

As | wes reading the last issue of {.‘oma QOutl’
{vol. 2-7B), | found an articis, the .S!rilj_
questions  about Angela Davis, that disturbed. m
very much, Since the articie was not‘-‘-sw I
assume that "the editors of ths paper

writing.
" First, | must say that the questions as&ld obout

that |'ve never. heard them answer. What | didn

where there was svery reason to. To ask qugs_thn
seemned aimost 8 “gossiping’” way to make a poin
when almost all that wes said about the CP coul
and could and should be aired in .public, zo.th
people can understand what is mally going::

"infiltrated. with pigs thet wuhinown

mean: that. they eontrol every orunlutlnn

snemiss. Thoru are many good paopls’ in, M [
and “we should criticize in a way that csn'h
thoss peopie change whan they are wrang, L
There wers also somse real questions sbout the
Angels Davis case in. teh srticle, which movbc I ca
heipanswer, First, Anq-ll bought the guns » fu
year before the shootout bacauss her life was bcm'_
threstensd. Jonathan Jackson was her. quvnu
snd she bought the guns for him, Another qn.mtio
was about why the CP . is defending her. Yn. it
on the grounds thet she would never kla_o_winqu.‘
become invalved in a courthouse shootout: simply.
thet she is innocent of thoss specific " charg
Another question was shout Ralph Poindqxto_r. H
is a personsl friend of Angela‘s, and comes from a
wealithy Chicago family ... which explains why he
was bailcd out 30 quickly. criticism for publishing
tham. | ‘can’t. belisve ths quutloul mu ru!

informlﬂon ‘about the case. To ask if. Anqol
Intolllglnt revolutionary for being confuud.u lhl
= t'd be.in pratty good shape. Nl\m' before:in -t
_history of ‘this monster have they dugnemd the
country for someons as they have Angsla, To ek
why was she caught in 8 white section of town can
only be destructive; we can only assume that lhl
was doing everything she could to stay out of the: .
pigs’ clutches, |f she made any mistakes in that
area, I'm sure she now reslizes them only too woll
What she nesdsnow is odr resl support [given |n
way that cannot be used be opportunuu). not that
wéa should attack her escape plans or specullt
she had. dona this or that .....

The other guestions shout why she joincd the
Communist Party, sbout what happened in Florldl.
or about breaking Party discipline only she.ﬁm
answer, and so she should be asked. And’

and ail revolutionaries got themselves a pniitlcal
.education about the history and method_s (and
failings) ofF {eft-wing groups. :
sent with love
Jim Jones.

Though I'm nor the author of the Angela Daw
article, I feel a response is necessary since, [ helieve,
the writer of the above letter has not’ undemo‘

the amcle The questions put forth by the artlclc in

Angela Davis is a traitor; let’s stab her in the back

‘automatically jump on bandwagons, " eSpeci
bandwagons created by groups who endorse - the
genocide of gay people. A1 this late date the pa
explanations given by this writer Serve’ nly to
underscore the idea put forth in the article,

As for there being many good peaple in
Communist Party, I think .. ['ve aiready amwere

Steve Gavm
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