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It's bm a long way to Atlmk...and no! jst in mil6!
Frcm dmonstntingousidetheDNC in 19E4 torhe Mardr
on Weshington...od now iroide the 1988 Dmmric
Natiqd Convation...42 opo lsbian and gay Jacksm
dclcgatc/altanatc md cmnitte mmbes rcprsating
thc tcac of 6ousands of lcbi6 and gay ma who voted
fc Jccsc Jackrm..who voted for e political agmda of
peroc rad justicc, of civil rightr, dlcbim and gay righs.

Linc, Iinc ud mm lina---+o rcgisq, ro st, to gel

into merings, fc thc rhrltlc bus ro the Ornni, to go thrugh
cccurity, to get mdatielcd. Weiting in 100 dege het,
tanpm gening ehcn, onfusion rigns.,.bur kccping u
oyc cr thopriza

Thc Isbiuy'Gay Caucr:s...being asked to ardosc
Dukakis thc Sunday bcforc thc rcnvmtim qacd,
coutccing with a rcsolution o prcssurc thc DNC md rhc
cddidstc on gay civil righs/AlDS/open and cqul panici-
prtim in thc Dcrnocratic Party...winning rhe Dulakis
spportc ovc, slowly ud pehfirlly moving fm cm-
frcntaticr to cma gmund, a pm still cngoing.

ln thc Ornni Monday fc the opoing of thc
Convation...a scs bctwo a sports ama md a Holly-
wood productian, the podim juning out halfway across
thc floot, thc Csli.fomia dclegation rclegat cd ro rhe blach-
s.

Visibility, c thc lack of iu Thouuds of delegatc,
wo m@ mcdia, morc blacks ud l:tiros than wcr
bcforc, cqud nmbcm of ma ud wmc...but wherc rrc
thc dyk6 rnd faggot!? Wc mry bc dcywhcr, but how
will thi *odd know? Gnrsrwts know-how cornirg to thc
s@a.. hand-lctts?d signs'lsbimsy'Gays for Jackson,"
'lsbieaTGay Votm." Wc pas ou! hundreds of
SilaeDeth stickm---rhey'rc a the podium, on
Dulakis dclcgata, on Jackson spportffi<vsy nighl

Tucday night, thc plarform bartl6 bcgin. How m
anyone bc against No First Use of nuclqr wcapcrc? Alsn
Cmston, a solid anti-nucls votc in thc S6a!c, spatr
agairot No Fim Urc, disappointing many sppons,
bcing bocd...Jackson delegate chant, "votc your con-
rciae" md the Dukakis dclcgarc, held in linc by thei
dcicgation whips, m't lool us in the eyc. They klow
they'rc voting the wng way; a fcw ms ovs, but thc
fml ully is prcdictable.

Pal*tinian dghts, Middlc East pcae...a hisroric
dcbatc on thc flor of the DNC. Polls showed most
delegate supported Palstinian self-detmnination, mu-
tual rcognition, bur the mhority plank was withdnm
bcforc r votc (part of thc Dukakis/Jackson comgrmise in
which nine minority plants bccmc pan of thc Platfom).

Thanks o Jrckmn, opo lcbiar and gays finally get
onthcpodiun Tuday waing,though not cn primc rimc.
Spqldng fq rhc ret ban trary, Jackson dclegatc Kara
Oe*'c fist wcdr erc "Ac a lcsbian. . -" And latc, Keith
Ganr; also r Jackon delegatc spcating eloquotly m the
AIDS plank, sid,'1 am yourbrotha, yanrson, youriover,
ud a pmon wirh AIDS." On thc flmr, we hold rhe
Rainbow flag alofi, srcrching out r hand-scm buncr of
e pbk triangle m a black cloth, prod ud damined

I:!a thc smc evaing, Jcssc bringr us to ou fcet. and
brings rcar to orr cycs...thc cloqucncc and dignity of hir
chil&cn...the tribotc to, rhe prccacc of Rosa Pa&r...rhc
quilt" "Gayr and lcbiaro, you erc righr in yow fight

JACKSON DELEGATES PAM DAVID, BARBARA CAMERON
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against discriminrtim ud fq r re fu AIDS, bur you
camot vin slona . ." I jmp ot of my Eqt, waving my
l:sbians,TGays for Jackscr sign. Thc "I-" and "G" wor&
havc b6 spoka, wc havc bcan rccognized, includcd in
spitc of anmp{s !o kccp u inv}iblc. Jackson has kcpr the
du cpa fu us, for or}tcn who hrvc bccn marginalized.
Wc will not forgat

Walling to thc Omni on Wcdneday, wc passcd two
dyke in t}r.e strea. In a big southm drawl, they eay, "Wc
saw you on TV last night (holding e IsbiarorGays for
Jacksm sign). You did goodl" Wc felr good rhat ow
attmpts to bc visiblc mani somcthing to smme bqidc
ouselvcs.

Thc wcck goc m, victoric mhglc with disappoinr-
mqt and frustration. We've comc nch r long way to ga
hm Wc en e thc rop of *rc hill, but rhc smmit it still
ot of sch. Wc hopc fc r mincle--{row cm enymc not
thinl Jrclson should bc Prsidot afrcr haring him rpcrl
Tuadaynight? But rhc nmbc am'r yet wirh us, and thc
votc80esto Dutskir...0rc bluc D:hkis paras rcplaccrhe

rcd Jacksm signs.

In thclastmetiag oirhelsbianlGay Cauru, we arc
again asked ro odoseDukakis. ThcJackso dclegars arc
dividcd; nmc of us want Buh in thc Whire Hose, but
Dukalis8mtssr isn't esy ro ger crcitcd rbsL For so
many mcrrhs, the cmparism hae beo bctwa r prcgs-
sivc rnd r libcral. Eva Dukakis delcgatc rgru Jacksm
is bcttcr m our iszue. But now, thc contcr shifts to
Dulalis versus Buh. h's a transition wc hrvc to go
through...rll thc Jrckson rupportcn...tU of us. We qn't
6top orgsnizing in ow comnunitic, in rhc Rainbow Co-
litim, but wc can't stand four morc ya6 of Rcagm
6wogatcs in the Whik llousc. Mos! of s know wc'll votc
for Drkakis comc Novcnbcr, but our criticims erc El
and mut bc hard-

Thmday cvaing...the scccptance speh...msrtion
of AIDS, but orr pruocq or struggl*md tlrosc of
many othcs---<rot acknowlcdged, ya r lot to agrc with:
on Cmtral Amqicr; Sourh Afice; infant monaLiry; plant
closs<till striving to find the ccnmm ground.

(Continuzd on page 6)


