‘THE YOUNG LORDS

) Martha Shelley
During Christmas week, the week that many GLF’ers
were participating in the Panther vigil around the
Women’s House of Detention, the Young Lords were
occupying a church in Spanish Harlem. They left
peaceably after being served with an injunction - but
during their stay 200 children were fed hot breakfasts
daily. Over 100 children .were given complete physical
examinations. The Young Lords held classes, poetry
readings, filmshowings, and a New Year’s Mass by a
radical priest. And the church was open to all the
people.

On December 31st and January 3lst, your COME -

OUT reporter, armed with six copies of the last issue,
went up to visit the Young Lords. The neighborhood,
111th Street and Lexington Avenue was familiar to me
from my days as a caseworker at Harlem Welfare Center
- but ‘n those days I had been reluctant to travel there at
nigh. This time I was more afraid of the hordes of
police prowting the neighborhood; the TPF, who seemed
anxious to be let loose on the Young Lords.

I was searched before being allowed to enter the
church. Jon, a GLF’er who had been spending quite a
bit of time with the Lords, had explained this to me:
“They’re trying to keep the place clean of drugs and
weapons - so as not to give the police an excuse for a
raid - you know, plant a little depe and raid the place
and get the Young Lords written up in the papers as
running an opium den.”

Jon had also explained to me why they had taken
over this particular church. There are only three large
churches in the neighborhood. The others are small
pentecostal storefronts, inadequate for a breakfast pro-.
gram. Of the three farge churches, two already had pro-

ams going on during the week, and the Lords did not?
want to interfere with these programs. The First Spanish-
Methodist Church, however, was closed all during the
week, eXcept for a few hours on Sunday. The parish~
ioners, having gotten better jobs, moved up in the social
adder and out of El Barrio, no longer have much to do
with the local residents. They do maintain the church
here, and come in for services on Sundays.

The Young Lords had written Dr. Humbertc
Carranza, minister of the church, asking for permission
o use the church during the week. They talked with

im. When these negotiations proved fruitless, they came
o church services and spoke with the congregation, Dr.

arranza then called in the police, and 13 Young Lords,

en and women, were beaten and arrested on charges of
“inciting to riot.” On December 28th, the Young Lords
ook over the church, and began running their programs.

s Jon said, “We are trying to show that radicals are not
just people who go around yelling-‘fascist pigs’.”

When I had passed inspection and was allowed to

nter the church, 1 asked to-see Yoruba, Minister of .

Information. He was in a meeting. The Young Lords,
invited me to waii and have dinner with them, but 1
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The church was hung with the children’s drawings,
and with revolutionary posters and slogans: ‘““The doors
are open to the people’s church.” “Jesus Christ helped
the poor.” “All power to the people.” “A Vietnam yo
no voy, porque yanqui yo no soy.” (I will not ‘go' o
Vietnam because I'm not a Yankee.) One man was at-
tempting to teach Puerto Rican history to a class of

unruly eight year olds. In the chapel, I sat down next to.

a Young Lord named Robles and two women whom I
knew from Women’s Liberation. They were discussing
what to do when the police served their injunction.

~ After a while, a young woman with long black hair
asked me to follow her to the office of the Young Lords
Organization, on Madison Avenue between 111th and

112th Street. She told me Yoruba was upstairs napping,.

that he had been up for 24 hours straight. At the office,
another woman in an Afro was acting as receptionist,
womanning the phones and talking with whoever came
in. I gave her a copy of COME OUT and explained my

‘business. She knew the history of the Stonewall riots,

‘which she related to my escort.

Two men and another woman coame into the office
and sat down. We all waited around. Then a black man
apparently unaffiliated with any group, came in to the
office, stamping snow off his boots. He spcketo the
receptionist for -a while, then caught the sight of the
newspaper.

“What’s this?” He picked it up. “Homosexual!?”* He
sneered, .

One of the Young Lords spoke up. “Like this is a
movement to liberate all kinds of people - black, Puerto
Rican, white, hetertosexual, homosexual. The man

.shook his head. “I just came in to talk to one of the

Young Lords.” _ .
“You were just talking to one,” the Young Lord said,
nodding towards the receptionist.

“Ain’t but two people here who look like they could

be Lords.”

The Young Lord answered patiently. “There are five
Lords here.” He pointed to the three women and two
men seated, excluding myself and the black fellow.

We waited some more. Someone went out for cigar-
rettes. 1 was getting hungry. The receptionist gave me

‘some pork lo mein from the back room. A sign over the

sink read, “We are not here to oppress each other. Wash
vour own dishes.”

While I was eating, the YLQ lawyer came in. We asked
him about the injunction. He said that Dr. Carranza had
come before the court with badly drawn up papers. The
judge was unable to grant an injunction on this basis
and he could have thrown the case out - but he post-
poned the hearing until Friday, giving Dr. Carranza’s
lawyers time to fix up their papers.

Shortly afterwards, the Young Lords closed their

office and we went back to the church. It seemed un-

likely that 1 would be able to see Yoruba that night, so I
"went home and came back the following day.

After being searched again, I waited for a while,
watching people bring milk and medical supplies to the

church. Then [ went down into the basement, which wa:
being used as the kitchen and dining hall. Jon was there
again. So were some women from Women's Liberation, ¢
representative of the grape workers, and some people
from Newsreel who were filming the occupation. I wa:
able to interview Robles, Minister of Defense, at length

He said that the Young Lords had been in existenci
for a year, and that they had taken over a similar churct
in Chicago. He described their programs, and added tha
anyone could sleep in the church - that winas anc
junkies were being housed fer the night. Rememberiny
my own cursory search, 1 asked how they managed i«
keep junk out of the church. He said that the junkie
were searched more thoroughly, and that he could tell ;
junkie from a “straight” person - since he had been .
heroin addict for 15 years before he joined the Youn,
Lords. Robles appeared to be in his early thirties,

He had been released from Riker’s Island in Januan
of 1969 - had joined the Young Lords subsequently, an
has been off drugs ever since. | isked if there were an!
other guys like him in the organization. He knew of si>
or seven, ali ex-junkies,

He refused to reveal any plans for the defense of the
church.

I asked him how the programs operated. He said tha
food and medical supplies were contributed by loca
grocers, by the Hunts Point market, by radical doctor
and sympathetic people in general. A radical doctor”
group, including medical students, was running th
clinic.

How did one get to be a Young Lord? Simply by
serving the community, by proving oneself through ser
vice. Officers were chosen by consensus, if ther were am
vacancies created - such as by a member being in jail
"Programs were determined through meetings within thi
organizatio, and meetings with the community. “W
hoever is with us is a Young Lord. . whoever works witl
us and serves the people.”

After Robles left, I had coffee with one of my sister
from Women’s Liberation. She had been working in thi
nursery. A boy of twelve came by, sponging down th

tables, talking with the people seated there. I saw Jor
again. He. was on his way upstairs with a mop anc
bucket.

After a while 1 left, thinking about what can be dont
in a community center, what GLF could do with &
church or a loft or brownstone. What it would be like
when GLF has its community center, how we could
serve our people...what we might learn from the
Young Lord’s expertence . . .

P.S. The Young Lords offered no resistance when
ithey were ousted from the church however, 06 demon:
strators were arrested. Currently the Young Lords are
negotiating with the church. Their demands include a
free day care program, medical services, a breakfast pro-
gram, a liberation school, amnesty for all those arrested
an an indigenous community board to govern these pro-
grams.
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the ceonomiv life and power-mongering i the socio-

Fros s noomore Tonee

Ives and art, the

Erotic pocts must create, in
models of Tove, including wenttal Tove, which framscends

gender, possession and donunation.

We must dramatize the relatonships between male
chauvinism’s rejections. however subtle . of homuosexial
love, and repressive mile society especially when 1he
“machismo ™ manitests itsel! within the very movement
committed 1o ranstorming repressive society.

Erotic poers must remind the radical community
quite often, apparently  that the soldierbovs shooting

the villages i Vietnant are cases-in-point of repressed
homosexual needs, among athers, and that changing the
society which sends them there means climinuting Nean-
derthal notions ol sexual expression,

Erotic poets must shatter the specious relationships
fabricated between homosexuality and diseases Hike Nuzi
Germany . The Nazis Maunted isophilic sex because they
considered 1t debauched and eriminal hehavior, Had they
understood  homosexuality an expression of dove, the
license they felt to do much they did might have been
demied them.
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every humun being. Yo, brothers and sisters, an crotn
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Doowe necd o opmamee?
Irov o communicate throueh me, My

HEovou ik sol please fee!
L the poet,
Uoabrgse Oue v Lend dibergeon!

You shall never lonely more,

for undiscovered, common be.

For your consent to ship with me
has borne us to a newbhorn shore,
for only you and | before,

could’ve made this land of we,
forever joined, forever free,

her music fieids and trees explored.

Ir each of us the other sought

his perfect body, soyl and mind

in images of Eros wrought:

my love for your my self shall find.

Be grateful, then, my newfound lover,
to join those few who've found each other.
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Sotft he comes,

o Persian rugs of floating;
swift he comes,

dissoiving war hefore him.
Then hard he comes,

then slow, and feelingly,
and hesitantly goes

stilf, taking danger with him,

Now the poet sons

can revezal the frigid lechers,
later can forgive them

their Neanderthal repressions,
for being under all of them

BVEr warrior one, a poet
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STONE POEM

SONsIeG St A Ry 1 e et meproeith hygs 1o
B regorved i chumige sod thereforoe e ol fion [ het's
reabiy deahistoe for e b g
of nerty You ko

i pokes

b each mormiog i oa satte
this 1s disnusting. | qer stoned on

Jessica sands This exprassion | miust remember Jesus |

forqot what | owas yquing 1o say - oh yesveryhody.

! saicd. You know the sountd a haty makes when it's born.
AAAANAAAHHH! That's the sound of life. Ot enerqgy.
And you spend every next moment of your life being
told to shut up. Or it vou're lucky to put o trame around
itand be an artist. 1 ust want to scream

Jossica Falstoin & Kathy Braun
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