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STRAIGHT NEWS

On Friday, February 6, GLF held another of _
its continuing series of dances at Alternate U —
530 6th Ave. The purposes which we set outfor
the dances were, to provide an alternative to the
exploitive gay bars in the city, to raise money -
for a GLF Community Center, and to politicize
the homosexuals hanging around this town. -
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NEW YORK {LNS) — A young man impaled on the
spokes ol an iron fence outside a New York City Police
Station at the edge of Greenwich Village recently be-
canw a macabre but powertful symbol of the oppression
of the city’s humosex s,

The young man, Biego Visales. jumped from a
sevotidastory winhow of the police stitien afier he and
trupped by police v an

ai crhons wey Tk Caps noved o pre-dawn suid on
Mareh 8. herding U patrons into viss and then o the
Cravies Street pobiee station, where they were wrested
o disorderly conducet.

Later that might, several hundred gay radicals, men
and wonwen, led an angry march against the Charles
Steeel precinet house: the march was joined by other
villuge radicals. Police blocked off the street, creating a
brief confrontation in which the protesters shouted for
revenge. The demanstrators yelled “Say it loud, gay and
proud!™ as well as “Power to the People, Off the Pig!”

One irilogy of chants went: “Who pays off?” “Who
wses the pay-ofs?™ “The pigs tuke the pay-offs!” The
chants referred to the fact that vitually all of New
York's gay bars arc Mafia-run. When the Mafia
bar-owners Lail to pay off sufficiently, the pigs get
urbappy and move . The homosexusi, who is forced
by un oppressive heterosexual society into the Mafis bar
in e first place, 15 caueht in the cranch.

Thut's why New York’s Gay Liberation Front plans a
COGINUNIEY center as (s Drst step (h a program 1o serve
e needs ol the gay conumunity and 1o organize gay
peosle us a torce 1 thie city’s broader Hiberation struggle.

[he honesenuad’s oppression, more than anything, is
e v fear of eaposure and ostracison in a society
whicti hus condenmed any but a heterosexual forny of
bround sexual expression, 1t was that lear, as gay
avitdists noeted inoa leatler, witch drove the young man
o eap raie the police station window. 1t is a similar
el vieaied by the harred straight people feel towards
Liomwsexuads. whneh has driven most gay peopie into the
ghetio bile - with the gay bur as the main institution of
the ghetto

As lor Dicgo Vinales, five spikes went mto his thigh
and peivis. Members of a Fire Depariment rescue squad
cut a scetion of the fence wilh torches, while Vinales
wuy still impaled on it. They transported both the fence
'fmd the man to nearby St. Vincent’s Hospital, where he
1s.rcp0rlcd in critical condition. Police charged Vinales
with resisting arrest.

mybragher-

Monday afternoen — | have just called St. Vincent's
Hospital. T ask the condition of Diego Vineles and am
told to hotd on. The call is being switched.

“Public relations,” a new voice intones.

| ask again.

*Still critical,” I am told.

My mind jumps, slides; “What eise do | want 1o say,”
| think. Finally, “can he have visitors.”

“*No.” The now harder voice answers.

| remember the picture on the fromt cover of the
News, the march along Village streets, Father Weeks'
prayer. . . .

“Take good care of my brother” | say and hang up.

| begin to feet again last night’s anger and try to re-
create the day.

It is Sunday | P.M. Arlene calls und wakes me up. She
says therc was a raid at the Snake Pit last night. | have
heard of the place. It is an after hours Gay bar that has
been open for a couple of years. She says 167 people
were laken o the police precinct. One guy was pushed
or jumped (later | realize this does not matter — HE
WAS PUSHED} from a window of the pighouse and is in
the hospital in pretty bad shape. GLF and GAA are
meeting together to plan an action — Will 1 come?

“No, T can’t.” I say. “l am tired and the others will do
it,” 1 think somewhat guiltily.

I show up carly at the church that evening to see what
is happening. Something is happening — a demonstration
has been calied at Sheridan Square for 9 P.M. People are
busy making signs. The 167 were issued summonses;
Diego is fighting for his life.

I go over to Ellen who is on the floor making a sign.
“GAYS ARE GETTING ANGRY,” it says. | begin to
feel an anger welling up inside of me. The anger of
having to pay exorbitant prices for the freedom of
dancing with someone of my own sex. The anger of
having some pig take me to a precinct house as if [ have
broken a law because an arrangement he has made with
the Mafia has been broken — a pay off has not been
made. An anger at the stinking, rotten, corrupt system
that defines, fosters and promotes my “criminal” status.

(C0 other persuns wWei
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GAYS PROATEST POALICE RAID
ON BAR AFTER YOUNG IVIA
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GAYS ARE GETTING ANGRY.

An anger that came alive at the Stonewall last June.
An anger that led to a movement seeking an identity,
grappling for a consciousness. An anger that has taken
form tonight in the body of a brother who this fucking
system with its taboos, enforced guilts, fears and re-
pressive laws PUSHED FROM THAT WINDOW.

We make preparations for the march. It will begin at
Sheridan Square across the street from the old
Stonewall, will move to the pig precinct on Charles
Street and will culminate in a silent vigil at St. Vincent’s
Hospital. There will be no violence we hope. But the pig
with his' club and gas, the incidents that his agent
provocateurs may provoke — we must rehash the rules of
protection — wet handkerchiefs and keep back of head
and genitals protected.

It is cold and dark; brothers and sisters begin to gather
in the park. Soon we are several hundred. We feel our
strength and are also aware of the people on the side
who are not yet ready to join us. When will they see that
we must stand up and fight back? How many more
Diego’s. . .7 .

We begin to move and we chant: “Say it loud, Gay is
proud” — and we mean it — and we are getting angrier
each minute. Then Charles Street. Pigs following us all
the way, but here we confront them on the other side of
the barricades. We yell at them we shake our fists. We let
them know that we are peaceful tonight but make no
guarantees about the next time. We will not be pushed
around again. . .and we mean it. But we knov.v that to-
night we must go to the hospital to stand outside of the
building where Diego lays and hope somehow- that he

_knows that his brothers and sisters are here to comfort

him — to let him know that we suffer with him. .

At the hospital Father Weeks prays for Diego’s life.
We quietly file around the block. We are silent but we
are seething. The #@emonstration cannot end here. We
march down Greenwich Avenue past the Women’s House
of Detention where some Women's Lib sisters were

arrested the day before. How can we divorce issues any

longer? Gay oppression, Black women locked up in that

IS IVIPALED ON FENCE

______

stinkhole, ;;men clubbed on the street demanding their
freedom. “Hey, hey, ho, ho, Heuse of D has got to go,”
we scream out, We are cheered from inside and move
back to the park. The demonstration ends. Many go to
Alternate U which has stayed open all night in case the
scene got heavy and we needed a place to regroup. I go
with some friends to watch the newson TV.

First we hear Channel 7 — demonstrations in the
Village because a bar was closed. You motherfuckers
that was a Gay bar that was closed and those were Gay
demonstrators.

Then Channel 4 — Some demonstrators chanted “Gay
Power” — How did that ever slip through?

Spiro, you're right. Those liberal bulishit networks
distort, omit and outright lie. But, it is foolish to expect
more of them.

And the press. The News ran a front cover picture of
Diego, a story replete with the gore and bloodthirsty shit
that has made them the leading morning paper in
Amerika and devoted the full centerfold to shots of
Diego impaled on the fence. The Times ran one para-
graph buried deep in its bowels. The Post — nothing. As
if several hundred people did not demonstrate, as if
nothing happened. We know that the reason for the lack
of coverage is because this was a Gay demonstration, and
“perverts” don’t deserve the dignity of having their op-
pression recognized. But, again, we can expect no better,
and my feeling is let them write nothing rather than the
iwisted shit they print anyway. Their silence, their
twisting and lying are part of my anger.

I think again of the march, the pig barricades, the
chanting of my brothers and sisters, the silence at the
hospital, of Diego. . . 1 think about the next time, when
we may not be carrying signs.

GAYS ARE ANGRY.

By Allen Warshawsky
| poged
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