CHRISTOPHER STREET LIBERATION DAY

It celebrated a battle.

Sheridan Square looked less than normal. Queens and
young

street people were conspicuously absent. It was early.

A 12-year old walking along with his father

nervously laughed “They’re all over.”

But there weren’t many at first, drifting out,

massing out at the last moment as if they were watching
to see

if the others were going to show.

A couple of eggs were thrown.

Would the queens be busted?

The old women saying, “Didja see that sign
Sappho-was-a-right-on-woman?"”

The people were wearing their favorite clothes and

two sweatshirts in the crowd — butch and femme.

Yes it was a put-on.

Getting popsicles and pinning the posters on and

there wasn't a ‘cloud in the sky.

Cameras were everywhere . . . *Listen, do you mind if 1

take your picture”. So now it's what does the animal
look like and

what is its species.

Cogalled by the sawhorses the parade took shape.

We covered 15 blocks!

Marching wtih our arms around each other, yelling to
the crowd _

Join us or out of the closets, into the streets

and they did join us,

The “bright red, green, purple, and yellow silk banners

high in the warm afterncon air” were good for our
*image”

and they made us feel good. Someone called it therapy.

2-4-6-8 Gay is just as good as straight

“No” says a woman “Gay is twice as good as straight.”

Appreaching Johnny's Desperation Bar women hinted at

taking the parade there and liberating the place. But

no, we were running a nice parade here .

The march kept,its definition as did many in the Sheep
Meadow.

On the anniversary of a battle we watched a pseudo-
hetero

couple in a kissing marathon

we watched a “Screw”
photographer

take pictures of two women lying together on the grass

their heads buried together hidden. They are still
making money

off of us.

And a woman said “[ didn’t know the men were still
using ‘she’

as a put-down.”

in the Sheep Meadow with kite-streamers overhead the
smiles

of the people were important, the smiles of those

unafraid of each other,

And in another part of town a certain neighborhood bar
was

very busy. Women never came in like that on a Sunday
afternoon.

Usually the place was deserted except for the hard-
drinking

regulars and none of thent could be seen in that sort of
march '

even though news photos are hazy. They were friendly
and

there was no accounting for this phenomenon. Perhaps

they had just sensed something.
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The women were quiet. Would there be a Lesbjan Center?

Women filtered in off of the streets and came as far as

Sioux City and Oregon.

Upstairs in the church was the Communal Supper which
was

at first a'table with hot water, bread, salami and mustard.

Then miraculously alf this food appeared — chicken,
watermelon,

salads and cakes, each person bring what they could.

As we began sharing this food together we began talking

about our experiences in small spontaneous groups,

We talked about the struggle of overthrowing

everything they tell us we are. It’s time to decide what

you want and'what you are and not let anyone tell you
different.
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And downstairs we danced in the hall decorated with

" our posters |

the windows wide open,.the breeze it was the spring,

the juke playing the quarter beer and people giving
what they

could at the door.

We realize again that our sisters are mcredlbly beauuful,_:

and the way they move with the music, dancing close
and dancing

in circles, together, so beautiful. Now a struggle inside.

It celebrated a battle.
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You can only do it once. For some people it
was the first time they were out on the street
and ti was the beginning of a revolution for them.

For some it was the chance to show off —

in drag, in feathers and flowers,

A reporter asked why we considered a gay picnic
political,

We told him that gay oppression was different from
race oppression;

that tearing off the mask of anonymity

is the first step in our liberation.

And we must take the first step.

But you can only do it once,

We thought we wore masks to hide from other people;
then we found that we ourselves didn’t know who we were
wntil we took off the masks.

Next year we won't need a parade..

We don’t know what we will be next year. 1 9
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