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| don't think anything worth mentioning or worth
thinking about happened to me until | came out as a
lesbian. So that means 1| started my Iif‘e
{consciousty)when | was 13. Actually, it wasn't until
a year later that | found out what 2 homosexual was
and that was because my mother gave me 'The Well
of Loneliness’ to read. There was no real hassel in my
coming out, It happened so naturally and
spontaneousty with my best friend, that | had no idea
when | hecame aware of the wav. homonsextials were
talved ahnut hv mv parents and other “adults™. |
went tn Catholic schaols and according tn them
heternsextrality was non-existant, except sometimes
hetween married comples, Therefore homosexuality
was never mentinned, About the same time | came
out I had my first sexual experience with a guy, so as
iny sex life and vocabulary expanded I labeled myself
bisexual.

When | was around 14 | learned that a lot of
homosexuals lived in a place called Greenwich
Village, which my parents called "“pervert haven”. So
| began hanging around Washington Square and
allowed myself to get picked up by what | considered
very weird women and when things got really bad {'d
fet a man pick me up. Most of the people that picked
me up were much older than | was, which wasn't
unusual since § was so _ .
young. | don't recall any unusual experiences, bit | da
remember being very impressed by how intelligeny
and strong these women were, | guess |
thought that aside from being women and gay, that
they had to be crazy and stupid too. ! stopped going
there after two years when | got kicked out of the
Catholic school | had been going to. Somehow the

administration found out that | was gaYs- It was
probably the gym teacher that told them since she

was always evesdropping in on the conversations

when the girls had to teve showers, Anvway, it was
some scene, Aside from heing considered a pervert in
the eves of the chuirch, | must have heen considered
hevond salvation and litelv to contaminate mv sister
students, For snme reason the -
school officials couidn’t bring themselves to tell my
parents and | ‘vas dismissed on grounds of academic
inefficiency 2nd sent to public high school where
they would put up with the likes of me. After being
in public high school about three months | somehow
managed to get myself pregnant. | got
an abortion from this pre-med student quack who a
“friend” knew, All that Catholic school brain washing
must have got to me because | went through a fot of
heavv enilt trins ahnut how 1 had killed a life and |
made a few serious attempts to kifl mvself, | still get
pretty freaked out about the whole thing even now.
| was still having relationships with women during
this time and it was the only thing that | even cared
about seriously. o .
I remember thinking then that sexual relationship
hetween women were the ultimate expression of love.
Little did | know haw right | was,

During senior year in high school | began getting
into drugs a lot, The first drug | ever did was acid and
during z two month peried | tripped 30 times. | was
getting more and more spaced out and eventually |
began doing harder drugs. What had been happening
was that my friends found out that | was gay and
they couldn’t handle it. They said | was sick but
could be helped if | wanted to be. | never thought of
myself as sick before, but the more freaked out they
got, the sicker | felt and for them | tried to be
straight. | wanted them to care about me but they
said that it was hard for them to accept my
lesbianism. So on came the escape into drugs. The
harder | tried to be straight the more dope | took and
on it went until | gnt husted, Not that getting busted
stopped me from doing dope, | iust did less and was
mnre secretive ahont it, My parents
were ‘prettv fed up with me at this point and iy
father made my mother throw out all my “hippie”
clothes and told her to take me shopping and get me
some clothes that would make me look like a young
lady and not like “some slut”. The school was mare
than happy to sce me graduate even though | was an
A student, but I was an activist and they didn't want
any more of that. The last straw was when | began
gvearing pants to school and just to appease me they

modified their dress code so that girls could wear
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The summer was uneventful except that 1 managed
to convince my father that my going to college would
be good for me, So | got into a private colleg.e as an
art student and picked up where | left off in high
school. In the first few weeks | ran in an election for
dorm president and won, | was one of the leaders in
the first demonstration that the college ever had,
which thrilled my parents no end. | was afraid to tell
my roommates that |, was gay because | was afraid
that they would react the same'way as my friends did
the year before. Anyway | wound up telling one of
mv roommates and she freaked out completelv. She

reacted tn me as though | was a man and liable to
rape her, Puring this time | had the mis fortune to
meet ane of Roston's (that's where: the college was)
political leaders. In true form of most politicians he
turned out to be an incredible pervert. He knew |
peeded money so he offered to be my pimp and being
desperate for bread, | said yes. As it turned out | was
not only hustling men but women as well. II made a
lot of money and hated myself for it My Gay
women's conisciousness was obviously non-existent
for me to have hustled women and to bring them out
for money. | ‘was feeling very guilty and got into my
suicide trip again. Luckily for me, a friend tcok me to
a women’s liberation meeting sponsored by the
Socialist Workers Party where Florence Luscomb was
speaking. After that | became. morfe and more
jnvolved in the women's movement and in SWP,
Unfortunately SWP does not like the idea of
homosexuals infiltrating their organization (aithough
there are plenty of gays in SWP), so | was not open
about being a lesbian. Then the
Kent-Cambodia-)ackson action happened and | put a
lot of my energy into the peace movement. School
soon closed and | found myself back in New Jersey -
no skills to get a job with and a family who thought
that | was crazy as hell and way beyond salvation.
One night last June, | was sitting home bored stiff
and watching the t.v. and there was this program on
about homosexuality, There were members of several
different homophile organizations present. It was the
first time that | was even awarethat a gav movement
existed, althnugh | had knawn ahmit DOR For several
vears. There were twn women on who | was reallv
digging, 1 didn't knnow then what groups  thev
belonged to. One of the women knoacked me out the
way she was talking about her feelings for women and
what it meant for her to be a lesbian. | knew | felt
pretty much the same way. It was announced on the
show that it was Gay Pride Week and that there
would be a march on Sunday. That friday | bought a
Village Voice and saw that theré was going to be an
all-women's dance on saturday. | kept thinking about
the things that the woman had said and decided that
where | really belonged was in the Gay movement. |
was 18 at this time and although | had been gay for 5
years, it took me two hours to get up. the nerve to
walk into the dance. | couldn’t get over how beautiful
the women were. They all danced together and
everybody seemed to know everyone else. Eventually
I began going to GLF meetings and then to
Radicalesbian meetings. | soon realized that |
| couldn’t live with my family anymore and that it was
vital to my growth as a woman and as a lesbian to live
in a gay community. With the help of some

Radicalesbians | soon found a place to live and went -

to tell my parents that | was moving out. My father
couldn’t understand why | would want to live with a
"bunch of broads” and forbade me to go. So | told
him that | was a lesbian and a lot of hateful words
passed between us, he reallv got pissed and proceeded
ta heat the shit ot of me and then threw me out, .
That happened fast Angust and now it's spring,
I've changed in sn manv gnnd wavs that | get sick
when 1 think abant what | was headed for in trving tn

make mvself straight for mv friends and all that other
bullshit. 1t's impossible to relate the different head

tripsel 've still got a lifetime of changes to go through.
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e in"my life I'm confident that { can

4 make decisions that will be good for me. It's getting a

whale lot easier to be me,
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' ! was 20 once and it was then | remember having '
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Coming-nut for me verv much mea coul
sav to mvself, “1 am a leshian and 1 am heautiful*!

my first gay experience. While attending schoo! and
living with a family, ! became close to the woman |
worked for. It wasn't until Christmas that | became
aware of my sexual attraction for her. | was leaving to
spend the holiday with my family when she kissed me
good-bye, a light loving kissthatwomen often share l

. with each other on special occasions of goodbyes and

hellos. For me this was intense and | could think of

§ nothing efse during my four hour train ride home.

| am 25 now, a lesbian. What ! choose as my first g
gay experience is arbitrary of course. | had sexual
things for women before her and 1 fantasized about
them — however this is something concrete so |
choose it as my first. 1t was not until 2%4-3 years later
that | actually said, “l am a lesbian"; what people
admit about themselves (especially if it concerns
something as heavy as homosexuality) and what they l
actually are might very well be two entirely different
things. | was a lesbian at 20, and probably at 13 when
I used to fantasize about a nun in my school, but it l
wasn’t until later that | realized it. That is what it
means to be really in the closet, and that is what gay
oppression is all about. '
. There was a perind of repression—oppression
between my first experience and my actual coming
out. 1t was a time nf trving ta be heterosextual, of
reallv trving te fit in. Puring this time | had
conversatinns with the ahavementinned woman ahant
homasexvality, 1 rememher her cnmmenting,
“homasextality is a phase manv peaple gn throngh l
before thev become sexuvally mature’”. Now 1 realize
that is bullshit, but at the time | believed her. | was
trying ever so hard to deal away with my
“homosexual tendencies” and in the process hecome
mature, | had deep relationships with 2 other women
during this time, but was afraid to deal with my
sexual feelings towards them. Not being able to l
accept the beautiful feelings | had within myself *
towards these two women is a not- so-good  comment
on where this society of ours is at regarding gay u
people. All in all, | was hung-up, frustrated, unable to
move forward because the forward in which | wanted
to move was too scary, :

My coming-out was a very positive experience for ‘
me. | did not have to deal with the many horrors' of
the gay-bar scene that so many of my leshian sisters

had to go through (in fact, | was so naive that | was ¢
unaware that gay bars existed!). 1 came out with my
best friend a year and a half ago. | went through the

process of discovering cach other’s bodies, and
dealing with each others’ inhibitions and fears,
discovering how outasight Kissing a breast or toregue
or clitoris can be, discovering if you put your feager l
or tongue in her vagina, how soft and warm nd
wonderfid this is, discovering cach others smelic -
that orocess of discovering that what we were dning I
was gond and knowing thay "being scared darsn't
mean stnp!*
T

whole beautifui, struggling process with her; that l
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