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Saturday at the Congress there was a sense of re
laxation in my head and a feeling of acceptance — an
almost totally unfamiliar sensation for me. People were
watching for ance, some with envy over the reality of
physical contact with other women and what appeared
to them to be a sense of unity and closeness among
ourselves. My natural state of paranoia vanished with
acceptance and the realization that | was being seen as
a human being. ‘

As the workshop increased in size my elation in-
creased with it. In women's faces | detected a straip, a
ionging reflected in their eyes. As they made possibly
their first attempt at understanding and union. First
attempts are often painful, and an attempt to overcome
artificial but intensely powerful and emotionally charged
societal taboos is an immense and frightening step — and
one that must be guided with loving acceptance. -

Barriers dissolve into chaos with understanding and a
reaching out toward another (who is really the self).

Questions asked pointed out the alienation of the

women from themselves and therefore from their sisters.
Later on at the party, the initial mood was dis-

comfort — most individuals were interested primarily in
relating verbally and intellectually, but not*physically.
They insisted that the bright lights be kept on. This
appedred to reflect a fear and a mistrust among the
women of their gay sisters. They seemed to want to see
every move the “Menace’” made. Sitting in a chair is a
comtortable way of maintaining distance and verbal
commgpi_ca;ion is often times another.

. Women of GLF sucessfully confronted movement
women on two sucgessive weekends in April.

The Liberation News Service conference of women's
caucuses on underground papers related strongly to the
gay movement. About 150 representatives voted on the
first day of the conference to break up into rap sessions
and discuss the gay issué, rather than see a movie about
Cuba.

They proceeded to two different rooms, with no cne
dropping off despite the late hour.

Two hours of rapping followed with discussion of
personal attitudes toward the subject (frequently fearful
ones, i.e, "Can | go back to men after a lesbian ex-
perience?"’}, to uncertainty regarding how to treat it in
théir papers (“Should we have straights writirig on the
subject?’}. . ‘ ‘

Their concern was a mixture of curiosity and growing
respect which would not have been elicited without the
organizing of the radical gay movement a yr. ago.

The workshops, which were continued the next day
of the conference, lent a definite consciousness-raising
effect. The realization that they are "sleeping with the
enemy” - ibrings some Women's Lib people inte an ex-
ploration of Lesbianism, or at. least curiosity about it,
but they are hindered by forms of the very oppression
leading them to it. One woman in a workshop related
that she could not feel turned on by a wornan's body,
and another. countered “How could you — it's used to
sell everything from cars to toothpaste!” ‘

Another related that friends of hers had found gay
life as oppressive as straight life, leading GLF women to
wonder how those with as yet superficial commitments
expect some magical solution to problems which beset
all of us, One GLF woman said, “My liberation won't be
won by them solving their problems.” '

The Congress to Unite Women, broader in scope than’
the LNS conference, was more dramaticatly met on its
first day, when the [Lavender Menace struck! Tired of
being labelled s Lavender herring’” in the women’s
movement, it was decided 1o do something stategic
‘about Friday night of the Congress the lghts
dimmed priod to an expected panel discussion {(which
was abandoned with much relief from everyone except
those who had planned it]l. Down the aisles strode GLF
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As the evening progressed the fears gradually
diminished and people relaxed, allowing themselves to
have fun. They forgot the world outside for a little
while. No male entered to remind them of it. And this
this was good, for the entrance of any male, no matter
how liberated would have stifled free expression and
forced the emergence of false actions and acceptable
distances. There is still a very powerful anti-type re-
action against having a male call a woman a leshian ant
this leads to an artificial woman. (No one seriously
knows-what it is to be a woman. Years of negativity,

brainwashing, make-up and clown clothing have cut us

off from the very core of our being.)
Invariably, in order to be born agdin into a new con-
sciousness one must reach the center, die and be resur-
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women in lavender T-shirts with “Lavendei Menace’
across the front, and holding signs announcing
“Women's Liberation is a Lesbian Plot,”" “You're Going

"to L_ove the Lavender Menace,” etg.

Gay workshops followed on Sat. and Sun. afternocons
and Sunday evening the Lavender Menace struck again,
A plenary session was in progress, with much discussion
of present resolutions drawn from the workshops. The
gay workshop was not to be represented, it seemed,

‘because it had been formed ad hoc, by force. So, dig it!

The Lavender Menace seized the time once again, the
women tacitly. in charge at the time saying resignedly,

“'Here we go again.”

The women presented resolutions beginning with
“The Women's Lib movement will iri the future affirm,
not deny, that it is a Leshian plot,” and putting forth
lesbianism as the most effective means of birth contral.
Three GLF black women attacked the WASP cheracter
of the Congress, and women from the recently-formes
Class Workshop declared the need for consciousness of
class oppression, In view of this it was decided to hold @
multiple-group workshop upstairs,

rected again in the light of an expanded consciousness.
Women are groping their way inward to this center —
reaching for the time of emergence into the new realities
of identity, personality and union.

When the Congress was nearly over and the audi-
torium was retaken by the Lavender Menace the reaction
was almost entirely favourable. There was an instant-
aneous transformation in the women's faces — from
tension to relaxation, anger to peace and from boredom
to interest. They were expectant, they were anxious. It
was as though they were looking to the Lesbians for an
answer — a solution to their oppression. .

But have we the answer? Have we any answer? | felt
myself inadequate to the task. Who has solutions? Who

is really more than a searcher? Learning and unlearning.

Watrhinn and waiting. Hopé. .
—Judy Cartisano

. Lavender Menace
, avel
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There foilowed an unusual confrontation between
blacks & whites, gay & straight, middleclass and
working class. It was the most valuable meeting possible,
in which movement groups, which may become insular,
have one anothers’ biases challenged. Curtailed after an
hour and a half only by the closing of the building, the’
groupof about 125 planned to meet again.

By the end of the Tongress women were referring to
the Lavender Menace in all seriousness, as a viable con-
cern, and in transposition from negative to positive, in-a
politicized camp {and Susan Sontag said it couldn’t be
done!) it was a force to be reckoned with. .

A spokeswoman proclaimed our weariness of stigma-
tization and demanded open discussiofi of the gay issue
on the floor, as the throng of women covered the area in
front of the stage. There was little opposition due to the
light-hearted style of the sction. As was observed,
lesbian love is @ uniting rather than dividing issue.

Evenn so the assemblage vacillated trom confronting
the issue lead-on to digressing entirely. Finally, though,
people began coming up' to the microphons 10 relate
thew expertences and impressions The overa: demo-
cratic-anarchistic process at work brought ou: o-Jay who
would not have spoken otherwise, and whose SINCEBrity
was refreshing for everyone
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intesview with

by Karen Wald (ILNS} -

[Editor's Note: The following interview with James
Baldwin was done soon after his recent visit to Huey
Newton, minister of defense of the Black Panther Party,
in prison. Huey is serving a 2-15 year sentence for man-
slaughter — the state was unsuccessful in framing him up
with a first degree murder charge for the killing of a
policeman.]

Q: YOU WERE JUST DOWN AT THE CALIFORNIA
MEN'S COLONY IN SAN LUIS OBISPO VISITING
HUEY NEWTON. CAN YOU TELL US WHAT HIS
TRIP WAS ABOUT?

J.B.: Huey is one of the most important peaple to have
been produced by the American chaos. His fate is very
important. And not one person in white America, if they
read the mass media, knows anything about Huey, what
produced him or what produced the Black Panther
Party.

Black people have always played, in this country, a
tormented role in the white man’s imagination. They
prefer to believe him to be King Kong, or whatever it is
white Americans take black people to be. It's incon-
ceivable to them, because it says too much about the
republic, | think, that the Black Panther Party was
originally called the Black Panther Party for Self
Defense. And theat it was produced as a reaction to, and
I'm a witness to this because | was born in the ghetto, to
the tremendous irresponsibility of the police force. It
didn't come out of nothing, it didn't come about be-
cause Huey and his cohorts are some kind of weird anti-
-social monsters. |t came out of the very real necessity to
invest the black community with a certain kind of
morale, which cannot be found in any American in-
stitution.

Q: HAVE YOU SEEN CHANGES IN HUEY SINCE
YOU FIRST MET HIM?

J.B:: in much the same way that events of the last two
vears have caused everybody to re-think the situation,
Huey has gone through some changes himself. | think
that oppressors always make the same mistake. They
think that they're going to break you by the degree and
the nature of your punishment. But they always mis-
calculate, because you may be able to break ten peaple,
but there's always one person or two peopie or three
people on whom it doesn’t work, who use it to find out
something and to become, in a sense, more dangerous
than they were betore. More dangerous than if you'd left
them alone — more-dangerous, that is, to the status quo.
| think Huey is changing that way.

Q: WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO COMMENT ABOUT
SOME OF THE CHANGES YOU, YOURSELF, HAVE
BEEN GOING THROUGH IN THE LAST TWO
YEARS% '

J.B.: 1 think that no one any longer can be fooled about -
the intentions of the American government because
they've made it perfectly clear. And that may be the
most healthy thing that has happened in this time.
Nobody, after all, can say anything for the present ad-
ministration. It represents the American illusion that it's
a white country, that it's a white world and that they
can make it a white universe — the moon is our first
colony.

Q: ELDRIDGE ONCE SAID THAT THERE WERE

BASIC DIFFERNCES CONCERNING THE ATTITUDE -

YOU HAD TOWARD DEAL!NG WITH THE
VIOLENCE OF THE WHITE OPPRESSOR - DO YOU
SEE ANY CHANGES IN THE WAY YOU FEEL
ABOUT THIS?

J.B.: My enormous concern has been, and still is, that |
don’t want to see a generation go out into the steeets
and die. On the other hand, | was also forced to realize
that it wasn’t up to me. Nobody can answer for a geher-
ation except that generation itself. We don’t have the
helicopters, we don't have the tanks, the weight against
us is tremendous — which demands of the people in the
situation that they find a way. to respond.

_ Some very respectable people in this country, res-
pectable in the ordinary sense, are aware of what is

position of Justice Douglass is not that different after all

are beginning to see what has happened to the civili-

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY DQUBTS THAT THE NEW

zatj hat has ha ed h It of
on. W ppened Mere,.as a fesult of the  yHAK AND NEW HAVEN CASES ARE FRAME.UPS?

fantastic greed of the corporated system

One of the reasons for the Nixon-Agnew business o _
about the silent majority and the whole claim that [*B- Until it is proven beyond a shadow of a doubt,
people who are against the war are really murderlng ;\prefcrat'aly m.the halls .of.the U.N., that it is not a frame-
American boys, is in the' hope that somehow they can  UP» I will believe that it is a frame-up, because | am part

‘are menaced,

happening. This has made very peculiar bedfellows — the .

from the position of Huey Newtcn. Some of the people -

unite the whole country around a series of really bloody
contradictions. Which is not possibte,

They can’t put thirty million black people in jail in
secret, and in any case there are many more than thirty
million — black people aren’t the only dissenters here.
What this country does not really understand is some-

thing very simple. That Huey is right when he says that
_as long as there are black people, there will be Black

Panthers. Malcolm was right when he asked about the
numerical strength of the Black Muslims — anyone who
knows won't tell you and anyone who claims to is a
fool. The truth is, any black person in this country at*
the time when the Muslim movement was at its height,
was a Black Muslim. Any black person in this country at
this hour is in some way a Black Panther.

And even if he weren't, the fact is that the cop isn‘t
going to ask me my name and address before he shoots
me, and the only difference between me and any other
black cat in this country is that if they shoot me my
name would be in the papers. We ali know many people
have died, none of us knows how many, but | know that-
for every one of me there would be twenty people dead,

here in my own generation. But they don’t understang
about thé Viet Cong. My brother puts it this way — we
are the first Viet Cong.

Shooting people in their apartments in the middle of
the night creates exactly what they would not like to
happen, this does something to pecple who ostensibly
don’t care. wouldn’t care-— something begins happening’
to the American consciousness — it's not just happening
to black people, it’s also happening to me. When society
.becomes that anarchic, it's not only black people that
it's everybody else. So they create a
resistence that wasn't there before,

Q: WHAT ABOUT THE PANTHER 21 CASES IN NEW
YORK OR THE SUPPOSED MURDER IN NEW
HAVEN, WHAT ARE YOUR FEELINGS ABOUT
THOSE CASES"‘

J B I see all those cases as harassment, as intimidation.
Even if | were a very different person than the person
that | am, there is no way for me to believe what the
police or the government says. Unless | am really in a
position to check it out myself. I've seen too much, |
don’t care what the white press says about the exagger-
ations of police brutality, I've tived with it all my life. {
know, whether the New York Times wants to believe it
or not. | was there and the New York Times was not.

. can hope to have any meaningful discussion of dialogue /

of a people who have been historically frarmed-up.

Q: WHAT WOULD" YOU SAY ABOUT THE CON-
SPIRACY TRIAL? '

J.B.: | thifk that is simply too obscene 10 be discussed.

Q: WHY DO YOU THINK THEY INCLUDED BOBBY
SEALE, WHO HAD ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO DO
WITH THE DEMONSTRATIONS IN THE CON-
SPIRACY?

J.B.: Quite apart from all the illegality involved, Bobby
is a bad nigger. Same reason Mohammed Ali, formerly
Cassius Clay, was stripped of his titie. Same reason
Malcolm’s dead. One of the historical facts about this
nation is that you always take a bad nigger and hang him
publicty, as an example to all' others who would be bad

niggers.

Q: HAVE YOU OUTSIDE OF THE YOUNG BLACK
AND WHITE MILITANTS YOU'VE TALKED TO, A
STRONG REACTION TO THE MURDER OF FRED
HAMPTON AND MARK CLARK IN CHICAGO?

B.: | don't know how to answer that, you put it the
wrong way — Hampton and Clark are onty the latest
examples. The show has become monotonous.

Q: WASN'T THAT SO MUCH MORE OBVIOUS?

J.B.: It's amazing to me how difficult it is for people to
see when they don’'t want to see, Black people see, but
how many parents of white children see it that's
another guestion. The difference between my experience
and that of white America, even the very best of white

. America, is that they have difficulty believing that the

country can act this way. And that is not my problem at
all, I've always known it could, it always has in my.

- experience and 1’'m no tonger young.

- Q: WHY IS IT THAT GROUPS LIKE SCLC, NAACP,
"URBAN LEAGUE, AND GROUPS LIKE THEM ARE
.JUST BEGINNING TO COME QUT IN SUPPORT OF

THE PANTHERS?

J.B.: The whole black situation in this country from the
start has been very complicated. The battle between
W.E.B. DuBois and Booker T. Washington was almost
the battle in microcosm. There's always been something
very closely resembling a hoax, .the very heart of the
American dream. Anc it applied to black people in great
force, because for a while it was very useful to what is
called the power structure to have certain niggers in the
window. To prove to Americans that they were really
what they said they were, and to prove to biack people
that they were what they said they were. And the nature
of the bargain was that the nigger in the window could
wrest some concessions from the status quo, in return
for the tfanquility of the natives.

But the table on which these people operate has
vanished. Once Martin Luther King was shot, though

_ome people: think if was so long before that, it was
perfectly clear that there was no way to be a good
nigger. And that's not even pejorative because Uncle
Tom played a very important role historically. But the
role that he played is no longer possible to play. The
defenders of the status quo have in effect given as much
as they can give. And now even the most respectable
black cat is very much, whether or nct he likes it or
whethet or not he wants to admit it, no matter what his
age — he is also part of the target no matter how famous
or how rich he is.

We are all the Viet Cong, none of us can really be
trusted from the point of view of the defenders of the
American power. Not even the most agite Uncle. Tome

with Attorney General John Mitchel). i6
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