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white?) nonchalantly powerful women does not change the con-
ditions they faced in the group to begin with. Rather, it is a white
fantasy about earning unity. It is just these intermediate steps,
dealing with the differences among us, that we need 1o envision
and address. As the Combahee River Collective stated in 1977,
“If black women were Iree”—and today they might include
other women of color—"it would mean that everyone else would
have to be free, since our {reedom would necessitate the destruc-
tion ol all systems of oppression.™ White feminists must ask
themselves what prevents women [rom acting on this knowl-
edge, for that constitutes participation in oppression and de-
structive divisions among women, And women ol color will con-
tinue on their own,

Today, the most dynamic and strategically empowering vi-
sion comes from women, primarly lesbians of color. Gloria
Anzaldia creates a powerlul synrhesis between the healing spir-
ituality of her grandmother and the materialist analysis of the
left, establishing a vital basis [or unity, *1 build my own universe,
£l Mundo Zurdo,” she writes in This Bridge Called My Back: Wrl-
ings by Radical Women of Color™—a brilliant and moving feminist
work, calling for an international feminism based on the recog-
nition of the right of the colonized, including third world
women in the United States, to form independent movements:

But ultimately, we must struggle together. Together we form a vi-
ston which spans trom the self-love of our colored skins, 1o the
respect of our foremothers who kept the embers of revolution
burning, to our reverence for the trees—the hral reminder of our
rightful place on this planet.

The change evoked on these pages s material as well as psy-
chic. Change requires a lot of heat. [t requires both the alchemis
and the welder, the magician and the laborer, the witch and the
warrior, the myth-smasher and the myth-maker,

Hand in hand, we brew and forge a revolution.™
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