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We ull grew up oosene, ObsceRity = in te jniod
1 beholder ] grow up @ 40 obacent saciely when the
nld world of the 1950% war meeting the new warkl of
the 194iFs 1 don’t really ssmembor the 19500, My
Tt lear kv 5 15955 e [ wis mleven. §cen’| semarmisar
Einuhnwee . ALLL veseesniber of the 1950 waa a1 the end
of ot ooy futhee dizd. Ba (hen whets §grew wp these was
iy e, excepl possiboy ul'ier e Wer, cother World War
11 or che Cival War, ososl probably the Cival War. But [
LECW up in an ubscene soviely i which it erms congiderel
nontial that bl saein dha bacs of the bus and no one
wad hounueeay ulyal) B S | knew broauss te pewple 1
know were oo gwed o be thar way. 1wy Mg mods
awaz of bomostauality whien 1 wes realve a¥d one of
iy sl cilied ma o quaer, | thought that meant
a1vaite who hod been uslmrized trous soviety and sinee
i alwady thowght my sogiely was wanh wied ket
papes; 1 oreadily agreed Ll 1 ways & queer. 1 ddn'| come
out wetd | was simeen. The man @he braught e vl
told me dhar bfeeiseruality was Like magis wied miost
prople weie afraid of magic Tevause they couldn's
unlerziand any olier lorees in their Jves exaopt belest.

IR tirat fume | agw the Beatlcd was fn 1963 o 1he,
I way w.ll(.hmg wlevision al the banwes of sume
“lrends”. We had just Rad n discusshe whout
Cmlegetion™. IU had been mggeared o the con of one
of the mihhis in ous lown that 13 Southars Tews the bt
way we could el the “Neyro™ was helng kiodsc 1o aur

L]

“Sehvarfzos” {muidsd Then when o wad ime lor Ld
Sullivan, the high peiot of Suoday night. goae upe
burmed on the box and [ eaw the Beatfes dur ehe Fir
Litte. Ohes o the bowa present, who watin the Air Fiome
and wis dudiey # gil from a good Jewish family, sow
theit ol il They dooked like che quesrs on Harlel
Sradd b Ban Francivew, 1 degided o go (0 San Franciseo
as oo ds [ wowld, | had te ge theewgh ooe mare yaae of
obscenlty Bt the niversity of Grorgs before 1| eowd

. aplil. The: high powit of thal year wee discovesing that

Biberals didn't like ™yueers™ wny more thar adnecks |
also discavered that I you cold pecple exactly whal they
wenicd o kuaw, thay thasght yow were alcight’ 1ateg
high enough n ey duomilore maselinity tegts by
calling wommgo “eunds”, [ plaped sadistie tricks on the
Eem panple | illewed mysclf to get ecocs ta. | gol drnk
wath my best friend so'that wa could ki each oiber and
Llame it sny being’ oo dmnk o koow 2hie we wer
dolng.

[ d&d vt hegin .in grow up uwrod § left 1 Jiwexl in
downtown Los Angtles for @ while sud omnde 51,40 an
Ieaw woukiey Cor w depuriment store. The job Lasied for
about (i weeks whan | wos Lid off o lzek of bussmes,
[ bad o hustle to nlake momay, The men who picked e
up nsed b0 Jecture e on Uee degruduiion of huzding.
They paid me anyway. Ther askod-me how could ! acll
oty bady; | asked them Eow they could try i ey my
youth. T hated thevn s | Kngw lhl:y g0 the beat of the

COVIMIES FFIEAK QT PINI(I:I

Ui Wiadncsday, Cctaber 14, cight GLEee (four
woren aml fow neng went b the Federsl ¢ gurthouss
1 demonsimie in supporl of Anprda Dmvis, 1 ssler who
wes belog arrpigned nsde. Wien they amived, two
picket lines had dready baeo [oemed  ooc undeor the
booner of B Conmmuanist Perty, and one cunsisting: of
Third Word pacgie.

Eince the GIFers were white. they vould nk march
wmter the Thad Workd bunners; nar did they wish 1o
mwarch under the Coougich Farty banree, Qs af them,
Deni, wend hume wod made & bamer nar 07 a ghset and
shoe poleh. R read, “Cay Liberation Jront Women™

"The ilFars teak e baoaer ad the trisd o jein the
line headed by the Communlet Parcy.

A CP. mepragnuiive Informed feme that they

couldn’t mareh with thar banner. When asked whiy, he |

daid 0 wann't pelewenl Dwni said @0 wes W
quppolting 3 wirnmin, and hedn’t the C P, ecer [pard of
womew’'s libaratim, The CP, cprasancative robd her that
it wamn'l rebevant #o the working class; end Hoowie,

MMochar gar D, poitted ot Lral Wy ]gupi- wer
definltoly a part of Lhe-working clans. -

The /EF. -ropfesemtative then fell - bk oo U
capitalist prindipke of ovserghip and sad Bist itwas the
Parly®y picked ling, and that GLF e barnsauld march

under ‘the CF, baoner, but‘coulan™ busng the GLI -

banncr onto the fige, Then some strilght ditéus curme
onver from the line and casd, “Are you hews 13 supgort
Angely Dava!" The GLFere showdad, “Yes, Right O™
And the sistens replisd, "Come on the loe and open
your banner,™

The Communist® PI'I:}' meithers then  physicalty
bocked the gay paoplc, or trisd te, pepeating, “You
an'l gl on the fine with thal b _“ And the GLE'ers
aaked, *If we gel uo amd open it, wilsr am you gaing
gt ColV ke pilps?™ The Cosrmunista ceplied, *Yea, i wa
bawe Lo.™ .

The Communtste chen started . yeilimy, “Cay md-
beiting™ and the gay brothers showted, “Gay-Baiting, ™
San e crowd pioked up the chunt, "Cey-hailing,

borgnin. Bur | filt ond have always felt thod | mas a
fugitive [mm an ohescene sncsly Lod Fuginiues wnk
okt 3 way, however they can.

When 1 cone o Mew York, T stwled walting m
nilwerlising. | sl cwled woesen Coits w0 that tha other
“men™ | worked demmd woudd think { hked weonee. T
clivcoveresd whil odal nulbe grostilutom Was-- Roking fo
aomerhing you hated oo kecp going in # waiely thit nsed
you aod 1heo gpit yoo qut when you wewe no longer
wseful to it, Lgot tued a lo e, you™e o swasl puy
al we think vou're mally creative bul right now we
cani't Ust Your bype'.oin other words, go hame and be
SIJITI'IEII; uThidd,

Lanu still mmﬂlu{ . the obsoenily still aonioues. A
wallery uwmwr bt the Wiluge told me. Lest weekend that he
conldit el my wark ; it wis foo depressiog, T would
hawe o o mure positive happy things for e “public™.
Wink Lhal didn'L deeal wilh resd ines-who wante o hase
¥iet Man i their liviag ecean? § i0lf ham 1'd tavher go
back ta working I adverrisicg Gisl ce angyle g back o
lwstling. Montovan paew was pluving in dhe back room

_uoi his shop. Ho was ooy plecasant. He nld me he

enulin’t ulToqd for his shop fo besoms 4 mussum. Wl -
shoald iv, when he wad aloeadp?

When L Ly to sdl ‘Coma Dl'li‘.ﬂfl the sresis, o lnt of
poopls walk past e, ditcr, and el ma “1've come ot 2
lony time ago!” theo they walk oo, ' swe ths js oy
the lgel obsednity §wilf encountor b ok Iile.

way haidine "

Bouwnis said. “We know dhi o 18 the anly groop on
e Leftdliar et rowggnice goy Ldbesaton.™ Tl CF.
represeniatine anceecd, “We're the only group on ihe left
thet b any scnse™ He then said fhat he would kave to
# aned spoak bosameooc Poc peamisiom for the gave to
wrry Lheir lmaner, bt our brodhacs and sisters said thae
Lhew woren'l woiling far anyons’s peratingkm, and with
the suppore of everynne else oo the lne, they opeasd up
theit banner.

The Communists pwde 8 e alempl v copbrel the
dacuistrativn — they ran QF and gor 3 hugs bannsr
meuding “Comeounist Pary — 15,4 ™ and marghed Tight -
in Jrmm od” the  gays, biocking off the way Daamer
whencver phetagraphers appeared.

The march meot on Eoa two huues. When 1he :ha_n'[ of

X “Hiack, Black wer o the bluck, Black pca‘pln =

taded, the GLFars instrled "Uay power” atie "Weenan
pawer” ard the YAWF sad other groups picked it up,

The Cormsnunist Party brenked out everv Line.
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