1 am new

Born again;

All the old roles
(Burtch, fem, straight)
Died and fell away,

And | stand naked

With fresh skin,

New, .
Not yet quite sure

How to think of myself;
Only knowing.

That my skin

Is very tender

To the touch.

-~ Heather

- ACORN

I can touch your eyes, acorns,

Kiss your mouth and breasts

In morning conversation.
- Moss behind your knee. [ stop.
My leaves like withered hands
Hang at my sides. .
Something there is that doesn’t love,
A wall of stone '
Is heaped up in my chest.

Don't ask me why the wall,

- Snakes in the crannies, You know.
Moss grows on my lies. :
A fat old diamondback, my tongue, -
May lie upon your lips
But cannot pass
Our own touchstone of truth.

[ am the shriveled corn,-awaiting rain,
Poems like bluebells ground in caliche.
Come down, thunder, speak!

April flood the arroyos.

When | come to your bed again

Even the stone in the cave will shine,
A campfire on the plains,
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v by Alice Boch

people who come to us for help. .
‘Right’ now the Liberation House . Colle ive:
oonsuta of a few committed ‘peaple and' has:only
- “telephone. and a vision. After ‘a- week -of !
;-publicity; we are already receiving calls from
. whao'need the services we want to provide ery
- day ‘we . become a little more ‘concrete, and-that
~ exciting. By January - Ist” we'll: be opemng_,_
bascment store-front at 247 W. 1ith St .where -
L can make ourselves more aceess:ble t e:.ga
" community  and céenter our projects. ‘By-then s
. hope.: also to have a. loft 50, that we. can. begin
L makmg our -life’ style a collective expe' ce.. T
v raise finds and get: people together we're
2 filaw, emvnl ‘December 17 and 18 and 2 ‘eqr’
i 1ce it the. Charch of the Holy Apostles, 9th
thSt.: Welll: be ' offering .a commt
meal some time around-Christmas. We'" re

and be willing to revise constantly as needs appear,,'_ Y
and change. R
As [ perceive the needs of the gay community at
this time, here aare some things we cou.ld do. md'
vuys we could do them. . "

What We Could Do:

1) Be a crisis center with short-term lmns space.
In- crisis counseling we should be sensitive - and o
responsive to people’s needs in many areal of life.
This would mean we couldn’t refer them: to oumde "
anencnes:and sit back with an easy conscie ce ‘We'd ' .-

 want torhelp people discover what they re y want
and how they can get it and then to halp them get
it — as a-friend would, not as & profeuon# agency - -
would, We can’t aﬁ'ord to make divisions among""
ourselves as ‘“therapist” and “client”.  All of ug. need
each other and people who would come to us. m a.

time of critis could soon help other new people

2) Be a: cooperative workshop. Together . we
could make and sell things. Thu would be ¢ood“ o

from several points of view:

(a) We're going to need money to- keep coms :

and while we'd hope to get: funds from ‘don. ions,
benefit performances, etc., ‘we can’t count OB
to support us. : :

_ (b} A shop attracts people Someope whof
wandered in could immediately join us at iwo K if_‘
(s)he wanted to. Also, shopping’ would be’ lpu_
risky way of - approachms .us than havms to-come .
forth and declare immediately, **] need hel ’ b

fucked up, I'm fucked over,.I'm in 8 bsd
nght now.” :

had to leave out the Scandinavian countries as well
as Germany and Italy due both to. monetary and
time reasons, this compelled us only to get a brief

glimpse of some Gay factors operating in the cities . .

of Amsterdam, Paris, and London. * We have
sisters and brothers there who after the traditional
European reserve and suspicion towards anybody or

-thing non-European  will readily and

wholeheartedly welcome their American sisters and
brothers for what we are: equal participants in the
struggle that we all are fighting as Gay people
against: straight society,

Holland is a small country and very liberal -
liberal here in the sense that all European countries
are with their very homogeneous populations and
long traditions of democracy and socialism. This
very liberalism, however, severely hampers and -

postpones any revolutionary attempts at changing
much less destroying the prevalent paternalistic

modes of government and institutions which are as .
much a sickness on the European scene as on our
own. In some respects this blind allegiance to
authority is maybe even stronger there than here,

where the ironuer and the West stili exlst more- o

than a faded mhemory or a dream.
We talked in Amsterdam with such a hberql

group and we were the surprised and extranged |’

young American radicals listening or opposing: thig
suave  well-groomed representative of ‘Dufch . § -
liberalism under which as a side issue important. . .

only to ithemsclves came Dutch homosexuals.;- A
very conqlunve attitude can be gathered from the
Dutch mwer we received ‘to. our question as to

From an Amencan pomt of vnew and especmll \
one which dates from only a fow weeks spent.in
Europe itlis difficult to arrive at any assessment of

the situation of Gay people in Europe as compared -
to our own here in teh U.S. Furthermore, as.we. .

we: suggested the Dutch hberals to ‘go tell the
.thks to wait anothe: generation.

‘wa emerged “me

: lnck-movement in th; U, S

L ROW wa;. greeted w1th 8.

‘.'Jdampenmg experience -
+ initial - - enthusiasm  and

expectatlons of the o

whether there had been any Christopher. Stmt '

March in:Amsterdam nmultnneoualy with thg."Ncw-
York March (as there' had “been 'in various ather
European ; cities). No, they ‘had not in Amlterdam
deemed thu a wise thing to do: it was unfair-to.:
confront straight society with such a march: ‘of :the

outcasts - it would do irreparable damage’ to the;__,_
respectablq and shapely image they were- angqed in-

building Into straight and gay society alike. "

Respectability, acceptance, - integration. -thise, wm""f :

the key wdrds and if this could not come about in
this gencration - why then we must: wait. for. tpe“
' next. Meanwhile there were. individual aolnuou
be found - is lover, an apariment, a well-pnd job..
manicured tbenails (not that toenails must ‘not look.
appetizing) straight friends’ who could :Imw ‘their;
liberalism off by accepting you to their: ‘cocktaily,
the most incar (not that cars etc)). thermm

one should concentrate upon educating the: :tmght :
(trying to make the blind sce, and moﬂn;thegm

tinmhlp with'me ‘n’ru unique, or one in a senes I
t:to hear the sto ' '

n to.hmthcatory ofhhhfe‘

_-';:'rms WILL BE MURDER

"I do not

reat Eu:opean Mysuque but i
He is working in my bathroom

~motion hammer

mmyears Old gpu o
ksville to Flat Rock.1. |

thcy dare

: né:thmg ‘better: than
f,:motmnmg o ths

(and " stll “) fo' '(portable ‘picture) : »

1.
This wall be _murder
and pot shaped graves

sublimation clearly
not 50 negative
of awareness -
roses and roses both -
like railroads, steammg
I can’t help petting “sleepy.

constantly calling ‘‘Amigo, amlgo
perhaps Sunday though I'd prefer
pets ~  nothing: ' .
it looks like spring

2.
Can | help bemg a number?

made silver

when. his: colors . are. grey
away at’ school

often

miracle -

seemg the stars of anothgr generaﬂou

whereas we are al] nﬁau e in.

S Lcan see ti hu way ‘
by ‘plang “ U R
w0 ol trees L o
St used: potatoes:

here s a tmng of - apples :

red N
‘yet he apphed pressure S
shyness:: . Tow e

-of a world thnt u tjtled Fac
to pickiup. i, L rory
W

L _the lddrm is aimple to »rememlm
lay ‘might- "
"
g 0
stdngs of apples remain
" j% salata 11-24-71
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