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ESSIES COME
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GAY! by (he past thar mseratie, guilt-evoking fatwef
that | cringed 8t Foa@ s many pRaT, A siinking
undergrawne o trigue; and Bxciting cerarsion Of-an
ahenpt a2 frooe raleless fife-style; s groovy whes

anel FoEpOeneEs POTWEET WIRGER, 85 ST S nic

KL Forrie Frid et GHGTE 4 Wmens ravalnr Lo,
HOMOSENTLALLITY: 36 ot edodieseon T & fbyect
WOtCh ArRISas gread (mterestaot i raension guilt. f
reaed abiowE J e othe vanous pseh. books farig
arpund Hwe Rhowsef find aur it 1 oam o oan
abberatiurn, anlisoora fenih aresmd sk oeiily) (D50
you figar about Mory amd Suey Hiey were bosted for
Leing areps o) o peolert; inveer, ugstart, And on s
sirgl DYRE! FAGGEOT: QUEER sfestenol o
mention the generg! boredam of our oppressive
hetarosexval  codneer Yoo poo Aaveaboyfriend s
“when dia vou plan [o ged married, " Married or Single
- Ghack - 4 docror arke whar ol pow vce g5 a birrhy
vl wbwiee® The utbar diy | was mefing they
“Gumeraehadt™ fy ASWail - foundar of the grooviest
school in the woekd « [alls in i Book about Gow fis
sefieoS owipg Mo s Bxireve progressivoniuss Ul sumer
fraed pul a pingla romosegus!, never, By, ||
Anvwes Wil mva or fass happened wiag that §
carded my clogel grownd o iy Dok (3 gy turtie)
For obour as lomg as [ Kreew T e ape, 4 thet time
e W 0 cEesTand oetllice of feetings; the ferrific

2 "Rormal, aocovie, STRAGHT bat ar
the mme Hme the painful Enowlddae that fam fivirg
At gl and everything | oroally wive by
SLTEPIRRT 10 Sl ridicealou e s,

Wiran / B I something ingredity fucky Aeopens
§ bumg into recently dprmad GLE [Gay Liberstion
Front) - incredibfs vibes, fot dick-sssed Agircuds,
ey little my oftf stereotypes oF loslians a3 mecho
woites begin o Ydeif: awsy. Pegpls with fefrisr
pofitice and the frask e style thar ! koow, A for of
difficufty fn tha beginaing the everyase wet very
Much inte being upfroRt abeur being GAY-J [
After veses of sneaking gtorad, fefg ang for the
oSt part _to.ra#;i' Henying an incredibly crisciplpect of
My BEperience it wes prutly fouph te fe far [ Way
L 0P o o [ ;

Fuick this Shit they ssid, Fuck Freud snd fiuring |
aul whers and why we et Quaer. Encogh of this
BN zbaut dorvingerig mothers and wiagt fashars
Fusk the praight make anthropoifpie gad their
dtorias bou: habooes and what s patucal and ]
dngfural o,
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| regenily recailed the foll deprn of me
tapgrie e al my HeT padly wagon ride
Anmougl ! oled lashes of 1 last pea as ww
anpicioaed ouits ol aur Firet dancee, | pgeer telt
Cowmpletny, Nove |ocan't gt it oul ef my
syeler. | e i theg goocess of “romIng oo’ in
D8, wi the sprong af 1865, ahs oy after |nag
S007ICd 3 ik whith the Censoy Baea. | v at
2 alier-e Lur porsy | the 2ers ciosea ae 17
A on Saterdey nightl. B Adze wodks betbare |
haa had oew Fosl sxperizice; T wesn't varg
succeskhal Br | svas surs that a pa of me eslly
wits gy A1 e pan iy | owas just netting wiad @
Livg wi-th gay pesgple; dancing with me wos
teally eatie, bat 1t sare ‘ooked waird.

Suddenly & cuupde b men stoee] up un Lhe
slairs gng saig, “Ewarpmne oo anger anesl”
Unilarmad polca wren wpmsieed 3t sl of the
eaile P e agees,

1y thee larg, silent wee1, s ol thuughts
wert thressgh vy riond. V'1'm doicg a research
Aaper,” Ul zame hare by miste ke, eic, | maved
rewr ane ol e marren; e could be my aoesr,
Hatcr, | real cecl Bhat the “woman' was scioally
A Uy in diag | was nave! | had wever seen a
LrapsvesT e batore.|

Mest wi e berdel inog prddy wegom.
Eumrymne went peacefully, aikast si pigs anm
ore nundeed nerucets 03ys, | osbahe e as |
Thieg o iz, buit i was prevty calm st the cire. It
wis 45 lhough | had Bean espachiog inis. Being
way wan illegal, wid | waE @XpENinenting with
sunria g il eyl

1L men wunic Uzl o war wirg nid-ng 0N v
sacy e mhali Gueercaiee'” It ws 8 paod
tercon F2lease, and o eve- fhoos up e pise.
[he g sterled ol in oA campy, s5ees e way
i e the and e s Fole a lile sronper. of's
Ty Pyl we cule ugse A Civil BRbgnts song bui
ol ey upply thd ddds. e wers emill avia
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GETTING T,
~ BUSTED

iredivicug | sodudions than, Everyone  bzamad
lirmelf  for gemting paeghe-"l shld have
Enown betiae® Uaitsd, we roubd bevs resisted
ageily} but each nne agompetsd Lhe "Fact ohal gy
partigs were raided, and we should haye baen
mare cargful.

Af the polee shalicn, wa wirB Tald that we
vere being hooked b “'disgrdary skl |F
we showedidnntifcation, produced 525 niwash,
sl Eined the baok peseding “guiny,' we muld
93, If mot, ww would have o wait and probable
spenad 2 mahe o it |ostill gt understand
how they pousd do Lhis but wou Better beliave
that | paicd e marey and (afC Fortunaoely, |
had 3o llingrs hodnss and dideft dwaue 10 revical
Ay yovernment effiliston, | dwdn't dkink
tnpdid L firee] fOF beioe errestoeout they did
kave my nenw, Maybe sameduy icowayld be
dcovermd | woulde't be firad' for being gay,
Wt | might be Tired or askad to rein fon lots
ot o Fr rasaans feemepnbsgr Walvesr J=rking)

The  aclusd  reprrcussions wees =l
pusyahalogical, 4 jumped bedk into 1y closed far
8 while. “Wlay e 1'mogay, ot b adont want a lidg
lika This™ My worst fears had oen contirmed,

Ihe arregt alse iteniified -y need for
wcunty, [ onaldn™ mtioe woeking far the
wesiment. | | Fegured 1|was quelty ol perjury,
Auen though | hadn®t been sware of it, when |
hiled eut my amployrnsnt furm. Alter that,
thare wee 0@ daubt in iy mind | kad o have
Ph. By 1T 1 gst on g faculty ac o Noeiel w:honl,
Maybe | would be safe. AT 18az1 | woubd hawe
Whe lesibility ol runmng  guistly . Sy tg
ancther cchest 1t 2 were digzoverad. § | had o
find kg o Deddividna snlagon,)

Wall, I'm close te oy dodrea roae: i1 get o
it will be oy momeralom, Howontt gave me any
SBCLTWE M Nanne iy @] oue the pleca nov |'ve

gast Fhiuk.
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viulizead anat this secwily is Faloe, 11 really im'e
Fwich personal secOrity o huve o coreer dureng
tha day and 1o hide in the tar 8t reght, Ta be
comstan Ly on guard for slips and te faar paupls
Rnding aut is non Quite the sulual way oo live.

| fe8l new Lthat | havee 3 e despeer suney of

sprity the secutity ol my sistars and b oakers,
I bngw | won't have tn oo pasdively into 3 A LL:HNEE
Pacldy wayon For being gay_

NEWSLETTER

o, GAY SHAINKS
it SFHEI FET I T TOGETHER

Chepye, .
Eas o

CP intent wa W offar sepines 16 the Gay

g anrerurly, but adter Wes first meeting i weac

¥ clear we shanld grt oun uen heads togetiwr

ficst, WWe @ nonw meetiny woeckly B og

CHONELInUSAeeraising group, THe graug is oo

lurmally dafined a5 a thoraey woup, but we

hawe dikcovervu riewi way s of helping ract. ocher,

Gay Shrinks ol Chicago mave risw formed.
Wiz yulhersd 3 people from the mental healt
Mrotessions who ard now daing thareey, Qur
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The symmer wazurcyeatiofexcepl thal T manafsz
to comviniee my Father that my guisg ko vol'opes woukd
he gocd for e 50 | ger it 3 oflaes college as an
al student and picked up whern | left aff i1 high
schoul, In the fiste fow warks |oran in az c'ectlon for
dorm presldent and wes:, | was ane of the leaders in
the flrst demansiratiun thal the colleze eeer Had,
which thrillzd my parents o end. | was afraid to cell
vy repmmakes LFab | owai gay because 1 owae afrdd
that they would reect the same way a5 my frienry did
‘the wear belore, Anyway | waund up 2ling ome ol
v rermmates fed she dreaked ot eomphetslv, She
reacted tn ma as Themeeh | owes 3 man ymd Rable to
rge her, Dirlng this time 1 back the mbs farne to
fimEl iR A4 Postnn®s fthat's whersthe collees wnl
politlcal leafers, (n e Toom of mnst geliticiang he
tmrmed o tn be an Imcredibla pervert. He kneer |
peecded Mmamiy a0 Ae wffered to be my pimp and being
desperate tor bread, | said ves As it tumed out | was
nut only bossdieg med but women as well. | made a
[t oF money and hated myscll’ for it ﬂ'hr Gar
women's comciousness s obviously non-exlsmat
Ter mc to have hastled women and to being them oot
kor moveey. | was teeling vy guilty and got into my
sufchde rip agaim, Luckily 1or me, a [fend foak me to

| de't think aryth--¢ worth mertisni o or worth
thinkjng ahes.l happened toome onsil boame ot las a
lestian. 5o lhal mezns | osaced  my il
dendisciousty iwhen |owas 13, Acioally, it wasa’tuntl
7 wear later “hat | Feurd aut what 3 homasexnal was
and that was bocauss my mother gare ma "The Well
of Laneliness' 10 read. Thene sz iwal bassel In L
cominyg oot I I'zppz':ed Yl na‘ura:l}' and
sprianessfy wirk my hese friend, chat | had no idea
when | hocarns awane 0 the wey homascials wans
t2l=ed aheail b mw parenty aed ather Caderits, |
went B Dathal’c schonls gand acgopding tn them
Reteresre ey was annaevilan!, teespl wane e
femrman= mMatriod gmepler, Thepefape Barmessueel iy
wis never merdnnnd, Abnnt the sne Hme Fooame
amat | had v firct sexral exeerance with 3 auy, wan
oy 3w 1fe and vacabelary expanded § labeled myself
histxual,

When | was arourd 14 1 lcamed thar 2t el
hortosexiels lived inoa plaor called Greenwich
Willage, which my narents called "pervetT huven™, $n
I begar hanging amemd Washington Square ard
albornel my el Lo get picked e by what | cowtsldatecd
very welrd warneh and when things ol really bad 1%

Tk & man pick me up. Most of the peaople that picked
me up were much older than | owie, which wasn't
urilsdnal wince 1 was 5o 5
young. | don'Efeeall zey unwsual cxperisrces, bit | dof
remsmber being very impressed by how inedligeng
Sl alromg these woeren were. | ziess |
thought Lhat asivle fism being women amd gay, thal
thay had 1o ke crazy and strpid oo | stopgeed geing
thevs after twvs yrars when | got kicke=d uui of Lhe
Catholic school | had been godng o, Sorchow the
adminfstration fourd Aot that b oswas gay.. U owas
praoatdy the gvm Washer that Wwld them sinee S
was alweys evesdropoone in on Ihe corversations
whon the grt had Lo Lek e dlureers, Anwway, it was
somw weeni. &l Iroam baing comsiderad a pervert in X
the mees o the chorah, T oons? B heen comsicleee| aned waiching the Cv. an thers was the profram: on
Yerennd salvation 1r 4 ksly fo contantinate my siter about howmnsaz wality. There were mermbers af seyveral
students, Fr some rorsnd Lhe : different homnphile aeganizatinns prave:, |t wes the
schonl officiak eabldiit bring themselves 1 1l my Flrsl Firre: thiat | wils aven awasethal 2 Fv tnvement
naretrs and | jas dizmiseed on grocends of academic =glskedt, alMmsgh | had brnwen zhoist ICSA For spummp?
inefickency vud seet to public diigh scheal whire wishis, Theee wren twn woctien nn whn | way weatly
thew would put up with the lkes of me. Afler being digetne. 1 't keew then what omiooos thes
in public higfr school abaut three monthes | sumehow Beinrged o, Fne ol the wemean ko bedd e ot the
managed B2 germ ?f'ifillt_g‘ﬂanL | gor vy she was EIRINE ahorit Fer Feefings For wayrmen and
an abarcion fro is pro-mied sngdent quack whio 2 whial il mcant for her o be o Besbian. | Knew | el
“lrend” knew. AN thal Cashalie sehoal brain washing pretey much he samie wav. 1t war announced e the
FUAE Mive pot B3 e hecause | owent throueh a len nf show that il was Gay Pride Week and that ters
Iawy miilt Five abrid how 1 hael Fifled o+ 1 ol | wodld &2 u rrch o Sunday . Thar Frirlay | bureght 3
Mndz A Prw cr=icai s AMterends to LT musell 1 ctill get Willage Virice and saw thac thers was poing to b an
pratty trakrd oot abont the whele thing rven now all-wamen®s doios on satrrday. | kepl \hinking abaun
| wvwn sbll hyvirg reliwkanships with women durlng the: things that the woman hal said and decided that
?b:uttlrr’: atdur wits The anly thitg that | even cared where | really belorged was 1 the Gay movernant, |
robsd, -
I rememher thindimg Lhan That sexial r_ﬂlatinr\ship ::ﬁllgi:i;:r I:_:_:“T:f ﬁﬁrmwtﬁ:uml&%w&:rtz
BRlWEen Wolten were the il syl e expeession ol love, vtk into the dance. | couldn®t 2ot over Mo beantitl
Little did | hnuw homw righi | was, the women mere, They afl dunced togethes and
During senior wear in high schonl | began getting ewmrebody seamel n know everyone o, E
inoee drgs o lon, The dirst drug | eeer did was acid ard ' ryone dles. Evenually
rhiring 4 3wo month peried | mipped 30 times. | was
getllng nuve amd mure spaced vul and swentiaally |
bwgan doing harder drugs, What had been happening
was that e Friesds found wmin thar | was gay and
they couldn't hardle it They 2ad b owas sick but
wrtlilcd b helped 71 wanted to e, | nover Theugdi af
myself as sick hefae, bul the moee [Teaked out they
gt the sicker | Fell aned Tur them | aried éo be
stigight, | wanted them to care abodt e e They
sald thul it was hard for teern 10 accept my ] ]
fethianiam. 5o on came the escape Ima drgs, The
harder 1 e to b siright the minee dope: 1wk sed
e it went im L bosted, Mat thet geelng biisted
stapped e iram dnisa cbepe, Pinse did less and was
mres seprestee aheag i, My parents
were pretty Ted wp wih me T3t his poont and T
Father made -niy anlher throw aut all my Yiggie”
tlesthes and Wold ber 1 gake me shopping and -2 T
sofims wluthes thar would meke me 100k like 2 young
lady and nat like “tome du The sohanl wes morz
Thim happy 0 5te me gradudle sven thorgh | war an
A stugeat, boL | owas an activicr amd thew did="1 warr
amy Moee ol thAT. The st steqw wms when | Semean
peearing pan's 1 scheod snd iust o argease e
rowdilied dieic ilrese code o that gl oould s

3 women's [Iberation mesting sponsered by the
Soclallst Waorkers Party whore Flarenoe | oscemib wis
spraking. After that | brame mof: and mone
inveled jn the women's movemont and in SWR.
Uscfalwengtzly  SWP dovs not (ke tha |dea of
momagexyals nfiltrating their organizetion [adihough
there aee plenty of gays in SWPY. so | was not open
Abaut heing a leshizn., Then tha
Kent-Camvbodla- |ackson sitiun bappened and | perta
Il uf iy energy into dhe peace moverment. Sohon|
oo clased and | found myself back in News | ey -
e okills 1 get 3 job with and 2 Family who thought
that ¥ was crazy as kel and way beyand talvgtian,
Dt might last June, 1 was citting horne bored stifT

Ralicgleshizn nwefings. [ owonn realized  thar |
<ouldn’| [ with my lamily amymore and thar i was
witel Lnomy growTh as w wnman aed oy o [mchan o Jive
in 1 @y commusite. With de hdp of wime
Radizalesbians I soon fuund @ place o llve 3raf want
T 181y paren|s Lhar [ was moving out, My Father
COUMIL UNERESTIEE why | willd want oo e with 2
“barch of broads” and forbade me to go. 3 1 1old
him that | was o lesbian and a Int of hateful words
tasser hetwesn g, ha rsaMy gnk pivsed and prevecded
terPeak zhe ahil mit nf fe dnd then e w me ant,
That happreed st Augist gagd nrw 1's snring.
Tee changed in i mane gred wavs that § 2el sick
whea | think aheer wbal | mas hngdad (ap jq triving I
mMake rrreedl steglohe for e frgacls and afl Eel other
:‘:I_J"Ch“ Ir'_sI impn;alihr[-.- to refaie the diferent head
i3 | FeLime ©F chahues to oo 1
Inri%t.’lﬁlij-lﬁéfr vife I"m Mul'?ideng‘r !I..;LL:UEH
ke decisions thaa wll be goed lar nie. )% ECthg 4
bl Jant cas%r 1 he . B E
\ l? =
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I began puery tn GLF mestings and ther, @

Ceine Scrzo Docswr Miaw Froel)”

- J
rweinyeenrt T mia ey e
can PnomabeelT "1 am A lechian aead 1 am bz
| wias Mt nbew anel it was then | remember having
my Thst gav cxperlence. While atheneding schoal and
living with a family, 1 became close to the warman |
worked lor. M owase't untll Christmas hat | becarme
aurare of Wy saxual attraction for hor. | wan loavicig b
apend the Brdiclyy with my family when she kisved mie
ooty a fight bruing kissthatswonen ofien yhare
with sah ather on special occasions of grunthyes and
hedles. P e this wis intense 2nd | could think of
nathing & during my four haur train ridke heme,

I am 25 now, 2 1&shign. What ! chase & my it
RRY exparince 5 arbitrary of coursc. [ ohad sexcral
things For women hefare her and | Fantasized abaor
rhem — however Bug i something el wp |
chnoge it s my TRt Moawas it wmti| 2553 years Lapes
that | actually said, "F am n Msbian"'; whal pepple
whril about thomsclves dempecially if it conesrrs
sunetitiing as hrawy as homsaeuality] and what they
actrzlly are might very well be teer entirely diHerent
things. | was a leshian . 30, 300 wrakanly 1 13 when
b used 1o lantasize about a nun e my school, but it
A wan't until later that | reallzed 1. That is what &1
meiens bo b really in the closet, and tha i what gy
fwessian is all abou,

Thete wos @ perined of ropresslon—oparesaun
herwetn mny firsl axperierce ard niy aetual oo lng
nal, PEowas o tleme ol treing ta be heterasemn] nf
Al treing o Kt n. Pusing thitc e | had
Trinverliang with thp xhvwraencned woren ahinng
h;mnsm"aﬁm 1oremember hwo carmenricy,

NSRRI 05 3 Dhw mane payple -
Refore Lhew broormw sepaiy mn'.ll:u".plrk!uﬂ Irr;FTI:'?:
that ic bUPshit, bt 3t the Bk P belicom) o, [ owss
IT‘r'.ﬁn.g ®ver 0 hard ta oeal away  wRth e

homoserual tendsncies™ and in the process heposme
maw . | had drep relatiamships with 7 oter soamep
durimg thls ehme, BuL was altaid 1o deal with my
XK Ieedings fuwards theen. Mol beicg ab'e e
aeepl the beaunful fieslings | had witha resed
tovkards these this women Jsa not- sn-good  o0rrr vt
on whore Lhis socicry o aun i oo egarding day
reaples A0 al, | was horg.p, Froslograd, o hle I
mave larward wezause the Forward [ whioly | e spd
T MR Was lun arary,

My Cnming-uut was 3 By posit ve UXOCTiENCE
me. b did neM hase e deal 1 the many harrars
The gaybar icene that 30 mpny of iy Ieshfan sicierg
had B3 po threagh lin Fagr, | ows soo 1aie a4 woe,
urwirs that wav barg exinid L 8 came ot wirk iy
brct “riend 4 wvar asncda byt g | e, hrongh s
whale bewrtilul. strugeling prulese wnon hers
proces, ol thszovering ca whar's hed i~ nad
desiting weth eack cibery chigition snel G
discovaring hevw vilasight K7Ssing o roedss o rea -
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